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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



e Memorandum • united states government 





to : Dr. A. Wet mo re, Secretary --- i date: November 4, 1949 


DATE: 


FROM 


David H* Johnson 


SUBJECT: Specimens of mammals prepared by Ratibor Hartmann in Panama. 

The specimens prepared by Ratibor ife.rtm.ann for nr. Herbert 0# Cicto.k are , 

flat dried skins accompanied by skulls® The skins have been well handled and 
seem to be in proper condition for tanning, and the skulls are in good shape® 

. 

It iflTouId be of some advantage to us to have labels with the data as. to 
locality, date, collector, and measurements (preferably in millimeters) attached 
to each specimen. Dr. Clark has been furnishing this material on separate data 
sheets. We would be glad to furnish regular Museum labels and skull tags for 

this purpose. 

The material that Dr. Clark has been sending is valuable for the collection. 

If Ratibor Hartmann is to be kept on the Gorgas Laboratoiy staff ana has time to 
devote to this work, I hope that their program can be extended to include the 
smaller mammals. In a recent letter, Dr. Clark stated that he would be in Washington 
for the annual meeting of the Gorgas Memorial Institute, scheduled for the lasu 
Monday in November, and offered to obtain an invitation for a member of our staff 
to attend the meeting if we so desire. He is apparently quite willing to continue 

sending us specimens. 
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SMITHSOHIAH INSTITUT!ON 


10/20/1949 

Saye ha has received letter from Ratibor Hartmann who is 
new preparator for Gorges tab. in Panama ’City, asks if the 
skulls and skins of monkeys and other animals sent to museum 
were prepared satisfactorily* 



FOR DATA FOR REPLY 
WITHIN FOUR DAYS 
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Office Memorandum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Dr. Remington Kellogg 


DATE: 


Dr. A. Wetmore 



October 20, 1949 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


A recent letter to you from Dr. Herbert Clark, at 

* * i 

the Gorges Laboratory in Panama City, informed, us that 
Ratibor Hartmann, my assistant last April, was now 
working with Dr. Clark. 


A letter to me recently received from Ratibor 
includes the statement that may be translated roughly 

as follows: "recently they have sent to the National 

* 

Museum 36 skulls of monkeys and other animals as well as 
certain other skins. The skulls and some of the skins 
were prepared by Ratibor. He will be pleased to have any 
suggestions if the preparation does not meet our approval." 

If there is any change in method required, let me 
know and I will be pleased to write him. 



A. Wetmore, Secretary 


hs 







October 19, 1949 


Lt. Colonel C, L» Pierce, 
Box 182, 

Ancon, Canal Zone. 


Dear Don Pedros 

I was surprised recently to have a letter from Karl 
telling ms that he had come up for a moose hunt or some¬ 
thing of 'the kind, and that we might look for him here in 
Washington in November. It will do me good to see him again 
particularly since he' seems to be as mil of oe tin $ as ever # 

Captain Snell, aid® to General Hale, has teen cere a 
couple of times so that I am fairly up-to-date on the 
changes that are taking place in the service in the Canal 
Zone. Also, I have heard recently from R&tibor Hartmann 
who was with me at Chepo and is now working for Dr. Clark 
at the Gorges Laboratory. I want to keep in touch with him 
as I want to use him again in another field trip next year. 

John Graf, Assistant Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution and a regular fellow, is leaving tomorrow for 
the Zone and will be there probably for a couple of weeks. 

I have taken the liberty of giving him your address since 
I want aim to meet you. Better get him to take you over 
to Barro Colorado Island or some other trip. 

Everything goes on here about as usual with Panama 
frequently in my mind. 

With my kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


hs 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 
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Mr. Ratibor Hartmann 


1949 


- 2 - September 30, 


Dr. Clark writes that you have been preparing some of 
the monkeys that are coming to us here and X shall be interested 
to see them. 

I would like very much to hear from you and to learn 
about your work. 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetraore, 
Secretary. 


hs 


September 30, 1949 

Mr. Ratibor Hartmann, 

c/o Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 

Apartado 1252, 

Panama, R. de P. 


Dear Ratibor: 

A letter recently received by Dr. Kellogg at the 
National Museum from Dr. Clark tells me that you are "now 
employed as a technician for the Laboratory, news which 
pleases me very much. I know that you will find this work 

interesting and to your lilting, and I wish you all success 

in it. 

I have written you twice since my return and 
one letter contained some pictures from our work at Chepo. 

This was addressed to you at avenida Norte No. 16-A, Panama, 
?uid the other to General Delivery, Panama City. I hope that 
you will get tnese communications and that you will write me. 

Mr. Perrygo and I often speak of you and of the 
.interesting work that we had together. I have a little camp 
up in the Blue Ridge Mountains, SO miles west of Washington* 
and Perrygo has been over with me twice since our return to 
spend the weekend. Vie have done some trapping for mice and 
shrews and have collected a few birds just to keep our hand 
in practice. 

I wrote you in my letters that we have flown over 
the whole Bayano Valley in an airplane before coming north 
last May. I ara planning definitely on a trip into that 
section toward the close of the next dry season, probably at 
the end of February and in March, and want very much to have 
you accompany me as a member of the party. I certainly hope 
that you will be able to arrange this. 




INCORPORATED 


GORGAS MEMORIAL INSTITUTE OF TROPICAL AND PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE, 

Executive Offices: Washington, D.C. 1835 Eye St., N.W, 

GORGAS MEMORIAL LABORATORY 

Apartado 1252 
Panama, R. de P. 


Office of the Director Telephone: Panama No. 2001 

22 September 1949 


Dr. Remington Kellogg, Director, 
Smithsonian Institution, 

United States National Museum, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir:- 


A copy of your letter to Dr. Courtney was found on my desk 
when I returned from the San Bias coast yesterday (Sept. 21). 








I slipped up on No. 65 (Olingo) and the Bayana River 
collection may hold a surprise also. However, v»e collected two 
"Olingo” animals at Palenque and one at Cacique. These you will 
receive a little later. We also collected five very bright "red 
spider monkeys" at Palenque. Two skins and all skulls were taken. 


Tell Dr. Wetmore that on September first we took on 
Ratibor Hartmann as a full time technician in our entomological 
corner and as long as I pursue this wild life study I shall have 
him along on all expeditions to prepare skulls and some skins but 
he cannot give full time to skins. He has other duties on the hunts. 
The last shipment and the one under preparation are his work. 


Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Herbert C. Clark 

Herbert C. Clark, Director, 

Gorgas Memorial Laboratory. 

"Olingo" No. 65 (skin with skull) is a Bassaric.von gabbii orinomus . 
This relative of the raccoon is very rarely observed in the field 
and there are few specimens in the collections. RK 

Acc. 183706 








August 9, 1949 

Mr. Ratibor Hartmann, 

General Delivery, 

Panama City, R. de P. 

Dear Ratibor: 

Back in June, following my return to Washington, 

I wrote you at Avenida Norte No. 16-A, sending you a few 
pictures. I have had no reply from you and wonder if the 
letter has reached your hards. Since my return, I have 
learned of another collection of birds made on the Bayano 
River at San Antonio, about twenty years ago by a professional 
collector, Austin Paul Smith. I am going to try to locate t&ese 
specimens but X do not believe that he got much that we did 
not obtain. 

Dr. Herbert C. Clark, Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 
wrote me recently that he was g>ing to Canitas on the Bayano 
in connection with his yellow fever survey among jungle monkeys. 

I think that he wanted to get in touch with you to see if you 
would go along. I gave him your address as I had it horn and 
also that of your father. 

About the time I wrote you, I sent a set of 
pictures to Laurentino Castro at the Quebrada Carriaso and 
also some to Sgt. Juan Rai^hona in Chepo, I have a few 
duplicates, small size, that may interest you that I enclose 
herewith. 

I have done quite a lot of work with the Panamanian 
collections since I returned and also have been looking ahead 
to my next trip which will have to be in February or March 
in the dry season. I want very much to get into the Bayano 
country. Recently I have received some additionalinformation 
supplementing that which I obtained on the airplane trip 
concerning which I wrote you in my earlier letter. I now have 
two plans for getting into the country and will use whichever 






Mr* Ratibor Hartmann -2. 


August 9, 1949 


seems the better whan the time comes. I hope that you will want 
to go with me* 


Dr* Hartman sent me more than 60 skins of birds 
and I sent him identifications for them. I believe he is 
going to forward more later* You had some rare thingsin these 
collections* I want to get over into Ghiriqui sometime on a 
trip of my own, but first must do this work in eastern Panama* 

With my kindest regards, I am 

'Cl v ; : v ■ > 

Sincerely'yours # 


A. ft'etmore. 

Secretary. 

hs 


Enclosures 




Department of justice 

OFFICE OF 

MARSHAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

IN AND FOR THE 

DISTRICT OF THE CANAL ZONE 

Ancon, Canal Zone 


JOHN E. HUSHING 
UNITED STATES MARSHAL 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 



PETER H. BRENNAN 
DEPUTY UNITED STATES MARSHAL 


July 20, 1949 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


It was a pleasure to hear from you and to learn that your 
cases of specimens came through in good shape. I was able to return 
the favor Mr. Frank did for me at Pier 18 by getting them aboard. 

His brother dropped dead of a heart attack and when his estate was 
probated here in District Court, I was of material assistance to him 
and he appreciated it greatly. 


Karl left alone for the interior toward Santiaga de Veraguas, 
where he will meet Juan Gratacos, who has located a new cemetery way 
up some river. He intends to stay and dig for at least two weeks. 

Juan was down a couple of weeks ago and brought over a thousand dollars 
worth of gold, by weight, some of which Karl sold to Doctor Lathrop. 

Yes, we have made several trips to La Jagua. A native came 
in a couple of weeks ago, and reported a group of about one hundred 
Pato Real that were feeding about one hundred yards down in the swamp, 
right in front of the house. Karl, Pierce and I went out. 7/e went 
down in the swamp and stayed until aftei’ dark and did not see a single 
duck, so decided not to go back the next morning. About 10 o'clock 
the next morning, Karl was doing some repairs around the house. Pierce 
was tinkering on his truck, and I was making a big sanchocho. I 
happened to walk from the kitchen to the wood pile for wood, and as I 
looked down in the swamp a big flock of white heron got up and about 
fifty big Pato Real got up with them and flew away in the general direc¬ 
tion of Chepo, and continued on out of sight. We stood there open- 
mouthed, and all agreed we had never seen a group of Patos at that time 
of morning. But the native had told the truth about them being there. 

















Department of justice 

OFFICE OF 

Marshal of the United states 

IN AND FOR THE 

DISTRICT OF THE CANAL ZONE 

Ancon, Canal Zone 


JOHN E. HUSHING 
UNITED STATES MARSHAL 


PETER H. BRENNAN 
DEPUTY UNITED STATES MARSHAL 



Give my best wishes to Perry when you see him, or 
better still, send ham a copy of this letter, as I do not know 
his address. 

With kind, personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Hy general impression is that it would be quite/ difficult to 
reach any inland region between the western slope of thel rBi yano country 
and the border of Costa lies, However, the Geodetic has established 

fitMH numerous ground stations throughout that area, f & £ they are all supplied 
by "drop missions" right from Albrook. Many of our 
time at these stations, and are familiar with the 


I mention the foregoing because it might be of 
you in considering a field trip into this area in the fu 



rs have spent 


interest to 


4 / 


We are expecting General Spaatz and some of his: c ld friends down 
here again this year in August, as they plan to try agalXj for a record 
black Marlin around the Per las Islands. General Eisenho4, er might possibly 
make the trip this year also. Meanwhile, I have been qui+, e busy with the 
crew of our fishing launch, making a few changes and gettfLj it in shape 
for this occasion. 


-rf-r 


Mar j has been proudly displaying the pair of Colombian stirrups 
which you gave her. She now has them hanging on the walls of our living 
room, with a healthy growth of philodendron hanging from each of them. 

General Hale and we both would be interested in hearing from you 
occasionally throughout the coming year, as your time permits, and to be 
"posted" on your plans for your next season down here. 

It will be pleasant for us all to welcome you and Perry here at 
Albrook again, and of course the Stirlings as well. 

Marj joins me in extending our best regards. 




Sincerely, 





Hq Caribbean Air Command 
Albrook Air Force Base, Canal Zone 

July 9, 1949. 


Dr. Alexander Wetmarre 
Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 




•p 








It was interesting to hare your recent letter from Washington, 
and to learn that, after further analysis, your collection proves to be 
outstanding. We are all glad to know that you considered this trip so 
successful, since there was much personal interest in any help the Air 
Force was able to offer. 

General Hale told me of your letter to him, and I in turn 
passed on your information to him concerning General Arnold. This news 
was of considerable interest, since they have been closely associated 

for many years. 

We have heard from the Stirlings once or twice since their 
return, and we plan to write them also without further delay• 

It will probably be of some interest to you to know that I 
recently had occasion to look over the Bayano region quite thoroughly 
from the air, at an altitude of approximately 500 feet above the higher 
terrain. From this point the "plateau" appeared quite wooded and rugged. 
From higher altitudes « and casual observations — my impression had 
been that the region was more level and covered with much smaller growth 
than actually exists. However, it is not impassable. The Inter-American 
Geodetic Survey party has established a ground observation station, for 
example, at the shoulder of the peak formerly assumed to be.4,939 feet 
in elevation. Since the approach from Chiman to this location is so steep, 
they enter up the river due north of La Palma, I am told. I have recently 
talked with Geodetic Survey workers who have traveled southeastward from 
La Palma, by power launch, up that river and then doubled back to the 
northwest a considerable distance up the Chucunaque river — even going 
up some of the tributaries of that river toward the Darien mountain range. 

Bty flight, to which I refer above, took me to a point across 
the Darien range a short distance from the Colombian border, where we 
landed at a small, almost abandoned airstrip called Pito. I was there 
with a small group of officers sent to investigate the circumstances of the 
crash of one of our small liaison planes which had struck a treetop the 
day before. It was attempting to drop supplies to a ground survey party 
which is established at the assumed 4,396 foot peak, about 15 miles south 
of Pito. Fortunately, no one was injured, and the two fellows walked out 
in approximately six hours. The plane was demolished, and the wreckage was 

inspected and photographed by helicopter• 






July 1, 1949. 


Honorable John Hushing, 
U. S. Marshal, 

Ba}boa, Canal Zone. 


Dear John: 

Perrygo and I had a rapid trip home as we left Balboa 
at 4:45 a.m., had three hours in Miami, and arrived in 
Washington at 5:30 p.m. that evening. To my surprise it was 
hotter in Washington than it had been when we left Balboa. 

Our cases of specimens and field outfit came along very 
quickly, thanks to the assistance that you were able to give me 
at the dock. The large birds that we had packed up last, before 
they were fully dry, were not injured in any way and everything 
is now in fine shape. I have made the preliminary identifications 
and the birds have just been entered in our catalogues so that 
they are now ready for study. That will be a continuing matter 
for months. 

I have been happy to receive a letter from Karl this week. 
I had not heard from him since 1 left and was afraid that he 
might be ill again. He writes me, however, that he is in good 
shape now and tells me of several expeditions to La Jagua. You 
were all most kind to me and I treasure the friendships that I 
established this trip. The enclosed picture may remind you of 
our journey to Chepo with the outfit. I understand from Karl 
that some of Baldomero’s friends caught up with him in Pacora 
recently! 

With my kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


IP 



Sr. Laurent ino Castro, 

Pacora, (Carriaso), 

Republics de Panama. 

Muy amigo mao: 

Con esta carta teago mucao placer en m&ndarle 
algunas fotografias de su familia que saque durante mi ultima 
visita a su casa en el mes de abril. Las copias van a 
solicitud de su amable hija mayor, y con mis sinceros recuerdos. 
Junta con las de ustedes mando dos otras de una seflora vecina 
que tiene su casa mas adelante por el otro lado de la loma en el 
lugar que se llama Bajo Grande. Si sera posible le ruego a 
usted tenga la bondad de darlas a esta seflora oportunamente. 

Si Dios quiere espero regresar a esa para hacer 
otra caceria en los cerros altos arriba de Quebrada Carriaso. 
Los pa jar os embalsamados recogidos en este alio aliora estan 
en el muse© muestro donde son entre los mas hermosos 
ejempla.res. 

Si llega esta carta en su poder me agradaria 
especialmente a recibir unas lineas con noticias ustedes. Sin 
mas por el momento, que do 

S S S 


Alejandro Wetmore, 

Secretario, Institucion Smithsoniana 




June 21, 1949 

Mr* Ratibor Hartmann, 

Avenlda Norte No. 16-A, 

Panama, R* de P. 

Dear Ratibor, 

I have waited to write you until I had some pictures that I 
could send as a souvenir of our work together in the eastern part of 
the province of Panama* 

After leaving you on our return to Balboa, Mr. Perrygo and 
I remained for a week longer in the Zone where I was fully occupied 
all the while in various necessary matters. Perry and I often spoke of 
you but did not have opportunity to look you up again. 

Perry had to remain until 1 came north myself since we 
could not get an earlier airplane reservation for him. 

Our specimens came through very promptly with everything in 
good shape. The big skins were still soft but thanks to the arsenic and 
alum and the preliminary drying that we had been able to give them,. 
there was no damage. I have the specimens all sorted now and identified 
to species ready for cataloging. The final count was 264 species with 
a number of additional subspecies represented* It is one of the finest 
collections that I have ever made in a similar length of time. Your own 
cheerful and competent assistance has been much appreciated. 

A day before I came north I went over to Chepo in a C-47 
with two excellent young pilots who flew me up the Rio Bayano, clear 
to the headwaters afad then around past the mouth of the Tuyra to Chimah, 
and then around the low mountains to the Bayano again and once more across 
to its headwaters. I thus have a very good idea of the lay of the land 
in that area and also have a number of photographs taken from the air. 

The mountains back of Chiman were in clouds so that I could not see the 
extreme summit. However, I could determine that the area is one of 
much interest. >’• 


The river valley itself is completely forested, wi. th very few 
clearings and these principally hot far above the mouth. I saw the 
Indian villages at about the center. I shall never be satisfied now 
until I have an opportunity to get into that country on the ground, and 
seriously planned already to make such a trip for the next dry season. 
The trip probably will have to be short as I do not expect that I will 
be able to be away for more than seven weeks or so from Washington. 




Mr. ^atibor Hartman 


June 21, 1949 


However, this should give time for six weeks or so for the expedition 

I hope that if I can make the trip that you will be able to 
go with me. 

I will write you further about the birds as work on them 
progresses. In the meanwhile, please let me hear frcm you. I am 
sending this letter to the address you gave me in Panama City. If 
this is not correct, please inform me. 

Sincerely yours, 


A* Wetmore, 
Secretary, 
hs 


Enclosures 




15 de junio 1949 


Sarganto Juan Baraona de L. 
e/c Depto. de Policia, 

Chepo, R. de P.. 


Muy amigo Juan: 

Con estas pocas palabras quisiera mandarle la 
fotografia de usted en la puerta de su oficina en Chepo, y, 
tambien algunasjr otras sacadas durante mi estadia en su pueblo 
tranquilo. Ellas lie van a usted mis sinceros recuerdos. 

Hice viaje rapid© de regreso a mi pais donde 
lie cu« pronto con todos los pieles de los lindos pa jar os en buen 
estado. Estoy muy ocupado ahora en los estudios y comparaciones 
de ellos, porque hay muchas clases entre ellos que eran antes 

desconocidos a mi. 

Tengo muchas ganas, si Dios quiere, de hacer 
otro viaje en la proxima estacion seca, posiblemente en el mes 
de marzo, rio arriba en el Bayano hasta el terreno de los indios. 
Alla, por cierto, habran muchos otros fhjaros que todavia no 
tenemos. Espero que puedo contar con su yaliente ayudo en 
arreglarme salvo conduct! a los caciques.en Piria y CaRa ..... 

Si llega esta carta en sus manos me alegraria 
mucho recibir en contesta algunas lineas de usted. 

Sin otro as unto al moment©, y con todo carifio, 

quedo siempr e 

■ sss 

Alejandro Wetmore, 

Secretario, Institucion Smithsoniana, 
Washington 25, D.C. USA 


IP 



June 13, 1949. 


Capt. Hugh W. Randei, MC 
5700 Medical Squadron, 
Albrook AF Base, 

Canal Zone. 


Dear Capt. Randei: 

I am greatly pleased to have your note and 
to know that you and Mrs. Randei are planning a week 
end at Barro Colorado Island, 

The Sturgis book on birds is a useful one 
which I know will be of help in your observations. 

The accompanying print is from our day 

on the Island. 

Sincerely yours. 


A.Wetmore, 

Secretary. 


Ip 





June 13,1949. 


M-Sgt. Robert A. Nix, USMC 
Box 2016, 

Balboa, Canal 2on@« 

Dear Sgt. Nix: 

In accordance with yours of 30 May, I am 
pleased to send you herewith prints from the picture that 
I made when we were together on Barro Colorado Island, 
These go to you and to Mr. Smith with my compliments. 

I hope that you may be able to get over to 
the Island again in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



Dear Dr. Wetmore, 


5700 Medical Squadron 
Alb rook AF Base, C. Z 
7 June, 1949 


A. WETMORE i 


JUN10IS49 


I believe thin short note in order to thank you for 
a most enjoyable day spent at Barro Colorado . My wife 
and. I are hoping to spend a week-end there soon. 

Do doubt you are quite busy these days unpacking and 
organizing your collection. I hope all the skins arrived 

in good condition. Dr. Mann recently cent me a copy of 
it Field Book of Birds of the Panama Canal Zone " and I am 


expecting to use it to become more familiar with the common 


soecies. 


On the cover it has a picture of ” Swainson' n 


Toucan " which I identified from our Barro Colorado trip. 


are looking forward to seeing you again when you 


return to Panama. Please give our regards to Mr. Pcrrygo. 


Sincerely, 



HUGH w: HANDEL 
Captain MC 








June 8, 1949. 

•ft ■ 


Major General Willis H. Hale, 
Headquarters Caribbean Air Command, 
Albrook Air Force Base, 

Canal Zone. 


Dear General Hale: 

Having been home for a month I am now fairly well 
oriented relative to the various administrative matters that 
awaited me, and also have the results of our last season’s 
scientific work in Panama in such form that it is possible 
now to evaluate them. 

My own work in the eastern part of the Province of 
Panama has given us approximately 925 specimens of birds of 
264 distinct species. This is a larger number and a greater 
variety than I have ever taken before in a similar length of 
time. The specimens included a number of kinds not known 
previously from Panama, as well as representatives of several 
that I am certain are new to science. In addition to the skins 
and skeletons collected I have a large amount of notes in my 
journals that contain much new information. 

The success of this work, and its scope, has been due 
very definitely to your kindness in making transportation avail¬ 
able in the form of a jeep. With this car I was able to cover a ^ 
considerable area in the eastern part of the Province of Panama 
extending from the swamps in the coastal region inland to the 
low mountains on the Continental Divide, and from the eastern 
edge of the savanna area over into the forests as far as the 
lower course of the Bayano River. 

The work of Dr. and Mrs. Stirling in archeology was 
equally successful and here again the results obtained were 
based definitely on the assistance that you gave in providing a 
weapons carrier for transportation into the remote areas where 

the work was carried on. 



At Utive in the Province ol Panama, the Stirlings found 
a new archeological culture featured by unpainted pottery 
decorated with elaborate designs depicting various animal themes. 
At Barriles in Chiriqui they encountered another culture that 
promises to furnish an important link between what we know of the 
ancient peoples of Central America and those of Panama, in 
Veraguas they examined about 40 deep tombs and made a fine 
collection of pottery. Their excavations constitute the first 
scientific work of this kind in any of the areas mentioned. The 
results will add greatly to our perspective not only on the 
archeology of Panama but on that of Central America as a whole. 
Without your assistance it is obvious that the scope of these 
studies would have been greatly reduced. 

I must mention also the successful results obtained during 
the helicopter reconnaissance in the Rio Tigre area which 
enabled speedy completion of work that would have taken much 
time and labor otherwise. 

The reconnaissance flight that you Jjpve me up the Bayano 
Valley has given me a clearer view of this remote and interesting 
area, X feel that I shall never be content until 1 have been up there 
on the ground, a feeling that has grown since I have returned to 
Washington as I have read of the little that is known of the Cuna 
Indians of this area and of their territory. 


May I say also that all of us have greatly appreciated the 
courtesies afforded us, through your kind interest, in the Officers 
Club at Albrook Field. This made a most pleasant and comfortable 
place from which to plan our work and to return when the field 
studies were completed. 1 wish to mention especially the friendly 
attentions received by all of us at the hands of Captain L. D. Snell 
of your office. Captain Snell was personally interested in our work 
and in carrying out your instructions did everything possible to 
forward it. 


You are very kind to tell me that you would be pleased to^ 
learn of our plans for further scientific investigations in Panama 
next year. These will develop later on and I shall be sure to let 
you know at the proper time regarding them. Any work that we do 
would necessarily come in the dry season. 


Thanking you again for your attention, and with my kindest 


personal regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


: Dr. A. Wetmore 





DATE: June 7, 1949 


from j M. W. Stirling 

subject: Smithsonian Institution-National Geographic Society 

Expedition to Panama, January-April, 1949• 


As a result of the helicopter flight we were able in 
one morning to visit and check the reported mounds along 
the Rio Tigre and in the vicinity of Chepo, and to prove 
their natural origin. This trip accomplished so quickly 
and comfortably would otherwise have required a week of 
difficult travel. With the weapons carrier we were able 
to cover more territory and reach localities that would 
otherwise have been inaccessible to us had we not been so 
provided. 

At Utive, the first site worked, we found a new arche¬ 
ological culture featured by unpainted pottery decorated 
with elaborate animalistic designs in low relief. At 
Barril.es in Chiriqui where our principal work was done 
we found another new culture which is apparently the 
southern-most thrust from some unknown center in southern 
Costa Rica. This proved to be earlier than the culture 
of "Chiriqui” and in part, at least, ancestral to it. 

The Barriles material promises to furnish an important 
link between the high cultures of Central America and 
those now known in Panama. 

On completing the Barriles work we excavated several 
sites of the classic Chiriqui type. Most of these were 
cemeteries in which there were slab-covered and slab-lined 
graves containing pottery some of which is the most 
beautifully formed in the New World. Since this was the 
first scientific excavation of Chiriqui sites, a great 
deal of new data was obtained as to grave types and asso- . 
ciation of wares. 

Our final excavations were conducted in the Province 
of Veraguas, the third of the great^archeological zones 
of Panama, the other two being Code and Chiriqui. In 
Veraguas we excavated some 40 deep tombs and some 300 
pottery vessels. In addition, we obtained a large collec¬ 
tion of stone artifacts and others of gold and semi¬ 
precious stones. 

The excavations this year constituted the first sci¬ 
entific work conducted in the fieldin any of the areas 
mentioned and when studies of material are completed, it 



Memo, to Dr. Wetmore 


June 7, 1949 

am tmn 


will add greatly to the perspective not only on Panamanian 
archeology but Central American archeology as a whole. 

Without cooperation furnished by the Air Force Base 
at Albrook Field, it is obvious that the scope of the 
work would have been greatly reduced. 
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May 17, 1949 


Lt. Col. C. L. Pierce, Ret., 

Box 182, 

Ancon, Canal Zone. 

Dear Don Pedro: 

Perry and I had a busy week in the Canal Zone and a 
speedy journey northward. The plane was delayed so "t/hcit wo did 
not leave Albrook Field until 5:00 a.m., but by making good 
connections in Miami were in Washington at 5:30 that evening. 
The collections arrived the following week and were unpacked 
immediately. Everything has come through in good order and the 
last of the big birds are now thoroughly dried and in good 
condition. 

I want to thank you again for your many kindnesses to 
me and for the assistance that you gave during the course of 
our work in the field. This has been of major help in the 
investigations• 

I turned over the paper on the birds of Panama to the 
library in the Division of Birds in the U. S. National Museum 
where the Curator was very glad to have it since it is an 
addition to his books. 

Under separate cover, by ordinary mail, we are sending 
you an English translation of a manuscript by an old priest who 
traveled in Latin America during the early Spanish period. 

This has a good many sections that I think you will find of 
interest. The book goes to you with our compliments. 

With my kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
S ec re tary. 


hs 



May 11, 1949. 


Dr. Luigi Mariani, 

Minister, Italian Legation in Panama, 
P. O. Box 108, 

Ancon, Canal Zone. 


My dear Dr. Mariani: 

I was very happy to meet you at the home of the 
American Ambassador in Panama City and enjoyed our 
brief conversation. Dr. Zetek had told me that we should 
meet and I regretted indeed that my necessity for coming 
north did not permit me time to call on you. 

I shall hope that I may have that pleasure next 
year when I return to Panama. 


Very sincerely yours, 

A. Wetraore, 
Secretary. 
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Field notebook cover 

Additional paynent for drawing room accoonodatloan 
for self -and &'• M. Perrygo, Washington to filssai 
{transportation request issued for equivalent of 
2 lower berths, cash charge herewith represents 
additional cost) 

Charge for $990 in American Express cheeks 
Penicillin in oil (for field use) 

24 inch suitcase for official use 
Lunch at station 
Station porter 

Lv Washington via ACL 2.40 p.i&. 

(Expenditures unless otherwi.se noted include charge® for 
seals, lodging and transportation for self and f. S* 
Perrygo, assistant) 

Dinner on route 
Breakfast 

Arr Miami 31*30 a*®* 

Pullman porter 
Station porter 

Porterage at Pan American Airways office 
Lunch 

Porterage in baggage at airport 

Lv Miaai via Pan American Airways 8:30 p.s. 

Arr Balboa, C*Z* 1,00 a,®. 

Porterage at airport 
Taxi to hotel 
Hotel porter 

Transfer field, equipment, 15 pieces, depot to Canal Zone 
Biological Area headquarters!/ 

Driver*s license & instructions for Perrygo 

Taxi hire, 1 hots*, for official visit to American Embassy 

Tips to waiters 

Telephone 

Hire of car, 2 hours 
Identification photo for Perrygo 
Hotel 

Hotel porter 
Breakfast 
Taxi to station 
Station porter 

Lv Panama City 7*00 a.a. via P.R.R. 

Arr Frijoles 7.30 a.m. 

By launch to Barro Colorado Island 


$ 2.00 


21.51 

7.43 

1.50 

21.00 
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.75 


5.00 

3*15 
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.75 
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Dr* A* Setmore—Official trip to Paa»aa—March-May 1949 


March 10 


11 


12 




u 


15 


16 

17 

18 


S§e&$a & lodging 
Gratuities 

Lv Frtjdes 7*30 a*m* . 

Arr Balboa 8:15 a.a. 

Taxi to Tivoli Hotel 
Laundry 3/ 

Porters fees on baggage 

Taxi to Officers Club, Albrook Field 

Baggage porter 

Telephone 

2.boxes 16 gauge shells 
2 o 12 " *11 

Fee for 1 anamaliian driver*s permit for Perrygo 

Tips 

Tips 

Breakfast 
4 spart 
Groceries 


I 


. ■ 


-v 
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2 * 


for field use 


Ignition lock switch 

Trunk key 

Bracket 

Lunch 

Alcohol, 1 




1. 


Camp supplies J| : 

Entertainment (offidal) 

Postage, official 
Breakfast 
Lodging, 2 nights 

Lv Albrook Officers Club, 7*30 a.ta, 

10 gals* gas 
Groceries 
15 coca cola 
Vegetables & fruit 
5 gals gasoline 

Haulage on field outfit and supplies, 
to La Jagua 

3 gals gasoline at 1*35 (in Facer a) 

F lant ains 
rj ate radon 
Coca Cola 
5 gals, gas 
Ice 

Tomatoes 
8 eggs 


2 loads, Balboa 


12 * 00 

5.00 


.80 

1.60 

-.75 

2V 


■a 
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iee 

(Mote: Prices on gasoline range fro® $*12 to C.4Q per gal. depending on place oi. 
purchase. On ice from $.25 to $1.00 per hundred. Friends bring occasional supplies 
from the Canal Zone at the town pricej otherwise we buy locally and pay corres¬ 
pondingly more) 
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Dr* Km fetasow—Official trip to Panan&—KarcMIaj 1949 
> 

* V' 


March 19 

1 weeks salary 2 men, assistant k cook at 115* 

I 30.00 


Bread 

.15 


Services of boy, 4 days at #*50 

2*00 

21 

Ice ,k groceries 

1*55 


Soap (laundry) 

*70 

23 

Ice 

1*50 


Laundry 

3.85 

25 

26 

Groceries 

13 * 21 

Official postage 

’ *24 


Services of boy 4 day® at #*50 

2.00 


1 weeks salary for 2 men, assistant & cook at 115* 

30.00 

20 

Groceries, ice, soft drinks 

2.60 

29 

Laundry 

4*55 


Field assistant 

1 .00 


Groceries It ice 

2.05 

30 

Eggs 

*65 


: Bread 

.50 

April 1 

Groceries & ice 

4*85 

2 

Rice *#> 3 lbs* 

*45 

3 

1 weeks salary for 2 men, assistant St cook at $15* 

30.00 


Services of boy, 4 days at $*50 

2.00 

.81 

4 

Gasoline 


Groceries 

31.65 

16.55 


Groceries 


Camp supplies 

9.18 


w « 

4.39 


Ink 

.12 


Hails 

.11 


Dish Towels 

1. 20 


Lunch (in Ancon) 

1.35 

4.65 


Sprinkler head for shower 


Tips 

*35 


Bread 

.50 

5 

Left La J&gua, Panama, 7:30 a.a. 

Arr Chepo, Panama, 9:00 a.a. 

35.00 


Truck charge for hauling outfit, 2 trips 


Services of man, 3 days 

7.00 

.15 


food for kitchen 


Lamp & kerosene 

2,15 

.70 

JMft w 


Soap 

6 

Gasoline 

1. 03 


Groceries & kitchen equipment 

1.95 


Ice 

1.50 


* Bananas, tomatoes . 

. 40 

7 

Household' expenses 

1.20 


Laundry- 

2.10 

8 

Gasoline 

2.10 


Household expenses 

2.95 


1 currasow (specimen^) 

2.00 

9 

Ice 

•75 

10 

Services of cook, 1 week 

18. 00 


Ice 

.75 

11 

Household expenses 

1.60 

12 

gasoline, 8 gals, at $.35 

1« 00 


Household expenses 

3.30 

13 

Household expenses 

1.25 


( 3 ) 



• -Or. k* 8eteore— -Off iclal trip to P maaa—March-Say 1949 
1949 

April 14 Household expense* $ 2.85 

Specimens *30 

15 Household expenses *30 

16 Services of man, April 6-16 inclusive, 11 days at IX* 11*00 

Household expenses 3*20 

■ Pressing . *40 

1? Household expenses 1*70 

Salary of cook , 1 «eek 18.00 

' 18 Household expenses ■ 2.00 

Groceries 3*76 

. Postage, official .86 

Groceries 18*06 

Gasoline 1*80 

Lunch (in Balboa) *75 

19 ' Household expense® 1*00 

Laundry 2*.90 

20 Household expenses . *90 

21 « » *95 

. 10 gals, .gasoline 3*50 

22 Household expenses 1*30 

Paretos© of specimens 1*00 

23 Household expenses 1*80 

Tire.repair 1*00 

Postage *16 

24 Household expenses 1*70 

Salary of cook, 1 week 18*00 

25 Household expenses 1*45 

26 ' Household expenses .1*25 

'Services of assistant April 17-56, 10 days at $1* 10.00 

Laundry 3*00 

2? Household expenses 2*00 

House rent April 5 to 28 ine* 10.00 

28 lent on ice box April 5 to 28 ine* 3*50 

Salary cook, 4 days 10*00 

Leave Chepo 8 a* si* 

Arr Balboa C*Z* 10:25 a*®* 

Trucking charge for field equiffflent 40*00 

Lunch 3*45 

Gasoline 1* 35 

Laundry *88 

Freight charges on field equipment he. Balboa t© Hew fork 

via Panama E S Lin® 66.83 

29 Breakfast 1*85 

Services of Assistant Eatibor Hartmann, month of April. 6/ 100,00 

Lunch 1*80 

Postage *92 

30 Breakfast .80 

Postage .12 

Lunch 1*75 


( 4 ) 






















Jf# km Official Trip to. Paaa«a—March-May 1949 


April 30 Taxi faros 

|§t Dinner 

May 1 ft Breakfast 

2 Lunch 

Dinner •: 

2 Breakfast 
Lunch 

Telephone, off icinl 
Dinner, 2 guests, official 

3 II; Breakfast 

1 Ticket, Balboa to Prinoles and return (for gu#6t) 

Lunch at Barro Colorado Island Laboratory (with 1 guest) 
Laundry 

4 1§| Breakfast 

Lunch 

Gasoline 

5 Breakfast 

: ' Lunch 







Adjustments on service at Alb rook Field 

Quarters at Albrook Officers Club, 7 days at $1.50, April 28 
to May 5 .• 

Hotel porter Tivoli hotel 

Telephone 

Waiters fees 

Dinner 

Hotel, 1 night 
Hotel port®? 

Porterage on baggage at airport 
Bus fare, hotel to airport 
Lv Balboa, C.2* via f AA 5* 40 a. a* 

Arr Miami, Fla. 10s GO ' a»n* 

Baggage porter ' 

Lv Miami via K&tlonal Airways 11*30 a*®* 
krr %shington 5*30 p.nu 
Baggage porter 
Taxi to office 



I .90 
3*65 
.80 
1.80 
3.10 
.80 
2.00 
.60 
6.00 
1.70 
1.50 
3.00 
2.61 
.80 
1.50 
1.00 
.80 
2.20 
11.25 

10.50 

.50 

.10 

.35 

2.95 

10.00 

.60 

1.00 

.60 


1.00 


1.00 

islfi 

1005*99 



(5) 
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I CERTIFY that the articles listed herein are turned in under the 


LEGEND FOR REMARKS 


circumstances indicated in “Remarks” column. 


FWT.—Unserviceable, due to fair wear and tear. 
R/S.—Unserviceable, report of survey. 

S/C.—Unserviceable, statement of charges. 


For the Commanding Officer] 

5«W „ *» 



(DATE) 


ORGANIZATION SUPPLY OFFICER. 


SER.—Serviceable. 


Turn in of quantities shown in “Quantity” column is authorized. 


Quantities shown in “Acti 

424^9 


(DATE) 



been received. 

— 


STOREKEEPER 




(FOR THE BASE ACCOUNTABLE OFFICER) 


VOUCHER NO. 


If 3.3. fr o S' 9 *.- Js 


16-44901-3 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 












































































































































UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTRO PHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
J fashinaWn 25, D. C. 


April 28, 1949. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


Your notes arrived this morning and I have instructed Milton to get 


the cars in readiness for your return. Apparently you have had a busy and 
successful trip and we are all anxious to hear about it. 


The two transportation requests are enclosed herewith. 

I am also enclosing a schedule of meetings for next month that I 


thought you might like to have. Those that come before the 9th you need 
not worry about for I have notified the offices concerned that you would not be 
able to attend. The others you may want to think about to see which ones you 
wish to attend. 


We had word yesterday that Senator Walcott passed away. His 


funeral is tomorrow, Friday the 29th. Mr. Graf asked me to prepare a short 
note for his signature to send to his son. 


Dillon Ripley is in town today and said to tell you that he is sorry to 


have missed seeing you. He said to tell you that the collections are on their 
way here and that he is glad to be back home again. He does not expect to be 
in Washington again until fall. 


As for the Executive Meeting, on receipt of your note Miss Schmaltz 


cohtacted Mr. Fleming’s secretary, and after comparing your schedule with 
Mr. Fleming’s, found that your commitments and his conflicted to the point 


where it was thought best to postpone the meeting until some time after the 24th 
of May. 


Today I shall wind up the indexing of the contents of the safe, and next 


week shall get the miscellaneous correspondence that was left by Mr. Dorsey 
for going over in shape . It will be a satisfaction to have these chores out of the 


way and to know where to go for certain records. After you get your accumulation 
under control there are several small items I shall wish to take up with you! ! 

The Fenimore Johnsons are having the Bartschs for dinner on their 
yacht this evening which is anchored off Gunston Hall! 

It has been very cool for the past week so that a good many of the spring 
flowers are still ip bloom. We look forward to seeing you. Kindest regards 


from the both of us. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 



April 28, 1949 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Drawer C 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

I have just received your letter of April 22, and we are all very glad that 
you have had such a successful season. There is very little to take up with you 
now. 

A rather difficult matter came up regarding The Smithsonian Scientific 
Series, and it looked for a while as though there would be a rather nasty lawsuit 
in Philadelphia. However, after talking with Elisha Hanson, Huntington Cairns, 
and Mr. Hogan (by long distance), I think the matter has been resolved so that 
it will be settled peacefully. I have had all the papers held together so that 
you can glance over them. 

Everett Smith has been laid up with the mumps and he has not gotten together 
all the information on the Merriam case about which I wrote you earlier, but I 
think this will probably be in order by the time you return. 

Bemey is leaving for London either May 20 or May 28, depending on the 
transportation used. I think he will be gone until about the end of the fiscal year. 
This means that you will at least have a chance to talk over problems with him 
before he leaves. You are apparently in the Zone by this time, and I hope you 
will have a chance to see the Stirlings. They plan to sail on the Ancon on the 

29th of May. 

X assume you have been notified of Fred Walcott's death. In the circumstances 
I guess this was a mercy. He was a very grand and useful man. I have dropped a 



note to his son. t- 


General Gardiner has been appointed to take "Pop" Powers place on the 
Advisory Board, and "Mit" prepared a nice letter to General Powers for my signature, 
indicating our appreciation of his service with us. Tomorrow morning we have a 
meeting with the Park and Planning Commission regarding the site for the National 
Air Museum. Mit, Jack and I will go from the Smithsonian, and both Admiral Pride and 
General Gardiner will come from the Advisory Board. The Ariingt^nJ 
which was preferred by the Board and greatly preferred by the Perfrsm^ aiming 
Gem ma B o i ox , is one which I think we should fight for; and I thought it best that 
some members of the Advisory Committee bg on hand. 
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Dr. Wetmore 


The meeting of the Board of Trustees takes place at the National Gallery of 
Art on Tuesday, and I will represent you at that time. Huntington Cairns has 
discussed one of the delicate matters which will probably come up for consideration. 
I told him that I hoped he could get in some good work and settle it pretty much 
before the meeting, and I rather think he will. 

We have been urged by some of the Navy group to put on quite a celebration 
on May 8th on the 30th anniversary of the NC-4 Plight. The matter is rather a 
delicate one in view of the battle between Naval Air and Air Forces, and we are 
trying to keep the thing within bounds. I understand the Navy has a bronze 
plaque from the Portuguese Government, struck in commemoration of this flight, 
and they wish to present it to us. I am glad to say that apparently arrangements 
will be made by Admiral Pride so I think it can be kept within bounds. I told 
"Mit" that he would probably have to represent the Institution at this affair, and 
that I thought our participation should be little more than a greeting to those 
who are taking part in noting the flight of the NC-4, and in accepting on behalf 
of the Institution any addition the Navy will make to this exhibit. I tell you 
this so that you can participate in this if you want to; and if you don’t want to, 

you should not be at your office on May 8th. I feel that probably a better 

use of the day would be a survey of the natural resources at the Island. 

Should you drop in at your office Saturday, I will have a brief statement 

of the general plans on your desk to help you make your decision. I judge, 
however, from your correspondence that you will not show up before Monday. 


Hilda is trying to make arrangements for the meeting of the Executive 
Committee, which will suit your rather full calendar. I think this is going to be 
a difficult matter unless it is delayed 2 or 3 weeks after your return, for Mr. 
Fleming is apparently going to be in and out of town and tied up with numerous 
cnnferences. I have not seen Vannevar Bush lately to see how his workload lies 
or even to see if he is in town; but I think Mr. Cannon will also be very busy 
at that time because his large program seems to be stuttering. I would not be 
surprised if some of the appropriation bills would be delayed until near the 
beginning of the fiscal year. 


The top-flight pay raise bill seems to be in hot water again. The Senate 
Civil Service Committee seems to be rowing with the White House over the inclusion 
in this bill of promotions for everyone. I am beginning to believe that if the 
top-flight bill passes, it will be sometime after mid-year, since there are smme 
very urgent matters up including the Taft Hartley Act, North Atlantic Pact, the 
Point Four Cooperation Program, and others on which both the House and Senate 
will proceed with some deliberation. Unless a miracle happens, Congress may be 
in session over most of the summer. 


I have tried to keep those items of your work which come to my attention 
fairly well cleared up. I think about the only one on which you will have to 
spend some time is the one that relates to the Merriam matter. 


Very sincerely yours, 





■>* 


“Via Tropical” 

Servicio radiogra- 
fico al mundo en- 
tero, inclusive va- 
pores en alta mar. 

RAPIDO 

EXACTO 

SEGURO 

A TODAS HORAS 


Tropical Radiotelegraph Company 


1*5*'= «= l*«l - 


TROPKAV. 


“Via Tropical” 

A disposition de 
Ud. para ponerlo 
en contacto con 

CUALQUIERA 
PERSONA 
DONDE SEA 
A CUALQUIER 
HORA 


ROBERT V. HOWLEY, Presidente 


PABN 105 WASHINGTON DC VIA WU/TRT 29 12 445PM 

DR ALEXANDER WETMORE CARE CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


C BALBOA 


FIRST FILM SHIPMENT RECEIVED BLACK AND WHITE EXPOSURES EXCELLENT 

COLOR FILM UNDEREXPOSED OPEN DIAPHRAGM ONE FULL STOP 

WI SHERD 


1S07SA 


BIOLOGICAL C 


Telefonos: Panama 2200 


Cristobal 1207 


Colon 741 
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April 18, 1949 

Dr. Alexander We t mor e 
Drawer C 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

This morning I received a letter from Jim indicating that you would he in the 
Zone about the 24th. His letter was very brief but I think that his financial 
worries have disappeared. However, I hope you will go over the whole thing with 
him to be sure there is agreement as to his financial condition so that the lid 
will not blow off after your return. 

Frank Roberts informs me that the Stirlings are sailing on the 28th so I 
assume that you will see them in the Zone. 

Enclosed is a copy of letter from Nichols and Staats, bringing up the question 
that I felt would be thrown in our laps sooner or later. Paragraph numbered "THIRD" 
to which they refer reads as follows: 

"THIRD: In the event of the death of disability of the said C. Hart Merriam 
to continue and direct such investigations and work, any unexpended balance remaining 
on hand at that time shall be used by the party of the first part in the preparation 
of such materials as may be on hand for permanent preservation or publication." 

Since we are planning to ship all of the material to California, it appears from 
this that the fund is entirely dead as far as we are concerned. If this assumption 
is true, there are apparently two ways in which the matter might be handled. 

First, we could direct them to expend such funds as might be necessary for 
preservation and publication within the limits of the amount available, and reimburse 
them for such vouchers as they might submit. Second, we might draw up an entirely 
new agreement with the University, transferring to them our responsibilities as 
well as the money, and clean out of this mess permanently. I am taking the matter 
up with Everett Smith so that by the time you return, we will have his recommenda¬ 
tions and you can then take such action as it appears best in the circumstances. 

Since this fund is apparently of no use to us, I would certainly prefer to get rid 
of all responsibility; but we will not only have to decide what we can do legally, 
but also we will have to find out from the University of California terms that 
would be acceptable to them. I think the item of transportation could very easily 
be paid out of this fund, since this is part of preservation. 

I am sending you miscellaneous other material which I think will be of interest. 

A meeting of the Interdepartmental Committee on Scientific Research and 
Development is called for the 22nd. The agenda includes: (l) A special report of 
the Subcommittee on Grants and Research Contracts proposing a policy for our 
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Committee in connection with the Science Bill hearings; (2) a brief status 
report from the Subcommittee on Grants and ^Research Contracts; (3) A report 
of the present status of translation services for technical materials in the 
Federal Government; and (4) discussion by the Committee on the operation of 
the Committee, including a report by the Chairman on the budget of the Committee. 
Since you will undoubtedly not be present, I will plan to attend. 


you 


Barring accidents, this may be my last letter to you, 
back here about the first of May. 


as I am expecting 


Enclosures 



JEG:mmh 


COPY 


NICHOLS & STAATS 
Attorneys at Law 
Amorlean Trust Company Building 
Berkeley 4, California 

April 7/ 19^9 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Attention: Mr. A. Wetmore 

Be: Estate of C. Hart Merriam 

Gentlemen: 

The executrices of the above estate have requested that 
we write you concerning the possibility of the use of funds set 
aside for Dr. Merriam*a work under an agreement dated May 13/ 1910/ 
between the Smithsonian Institution and Mary W. Harriman. 

The Department of Anthropology at the University of 
California has indicated, to the executrices its interest in Dr. Merriam 1 a 
records that you now hold but has also indicated that it does not have 
available funds to procure their transfer out here or to publish any 
of Dr. Herrlam’s works or for the preparation of such records for 
permanent preservation. 

We call your attention particularly to paragraph numbered 
"THIED" of the agreement in relation to the question propounded 
in the last paragraph. 

Under the terms of the agreement above referred to, it 
would appear that the Smithsonian Institution has the final say with 
respect to the expenditure of any balance remaining on hand in that 
fund on the death of Dr. Merriam. 

In other words , the executrices Would appreciate knowing 
if the Smithsonian Institution would be willing to devote sans 1 ' of 
the funds to the purposes above outlined in the event the Department 
of Anthropology of the University of California is willing to accept 
Dr. Merriam’s records and prepare them for permanent preservation and 

publication. 

Very truly yours , 

NICHOLS & STAATS 
By Weldon C. Nichols 


WCN:ss 
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April 15 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Drawer C 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

The Arthur Lecture went off very well last evening. We are going to 
have to have an amplifier with a lapel microphone because when the speaker 
turned to explain matters on the chart, I am convinced that a good share of 
the audience was unaware of what was going on. Sir Harold is an excellent 
speaker, and he had a very interesting and well-rounded subject. About 250 
were present so this was probably the largest Arthur audience we have had for 
some time. 

The enclosed clipping will give you a birdseye view of the Independent 
Offices Bill. I expect that a very considerable amount of this will be put 
back in the Senate, although even the Senate is getting a bit tougher. 

I am more than ever convinced that the meeting of the regents is the only 
thing that saved our bacon. We could very easily have had a cut of about 
$75,000 and that would have ruined us completely. 

We made 9^ in our Red Cross Drive and at the present time we have a Cane- 
Drive on the rest of this month. I hope, therefore, that you will show up 
the last day of April. 

I attended a Pan American luncheon given by the Secretary of Agriculture 
at the Willard Hotel at which most of the ambassadors and ministers from 
South and Central America were present. It was a very pleasant occasion. 



Enclosure 
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Dr., A. Wetmore, 
c/o Dr. James Zetek, 

Canal Zone Biological Area, 

Drawer C, Balboa, Canal Zone. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Mr. Graf was just in and asked me to write and 
tell you that Mr. Fleming is planning to call a meeting 
of the Executive Committee about the middle of May 
(he said the 15th but that’s a Sunday), to discuss our 
investments by Scudder, Stevens and Clark. If you 
already know the date you will arrive in Washington, 

Mr. Graf would like to call Mr. Fleming so that a 
definite date may be set. A tentative date would be 
all right, just so they have something to work on. 

Today we received a check for $20,000 from 
Research Corporation for work in the Division of 
Radiation and Organisms. 

It looks like we are due for a very pleasant 
Easter weekend if this warm, sunny weather continues. 

Our many little projects are coming along, 
slowly but surely for some of them^ and we hope to 
finish before you return. 

Best regards from both of us. 


Sincerely 
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Dr. Alexander Wet more 
Drawer C 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 
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April 12, 1949 


Jerry Hunsaker is now a full-fledged regent. I sent him a copy of 
the act electing him and welcomed him to our family in a brief note. 

On April 7 , we had a presentation of invasion currency. General Foster 
presenting us with a complete set in the Regents Room. It is most color¬ 
ful, and I think will be an attractive addition to our numismatic collection. 

Dan Williams had quite a meeting with one of the investigators from 
the Appropriations Coapittee. This investigator apparently found quite a 
bit of duplication^ The story is too long to give to you, but we will 
apparently have to do a bit of housecleaning before the next hearing or we 
may have some trouble. 

I may send Belote on a short trip to New England to study a few of 
the flags there, although this may not take place before your return. 

We had a radiogram from Ripley requesting $300 to pay for the return of 
outfit and specimens. Apparently it cost $143 to ship the outfit so it 
appears that some of the cost of this may be a hangover on freight charges 
in India. In that case we could not direct him to send it collect; and 
since only money could be wired, I directed that $300 from "Researches" be 
wired to the American Consul at Calcutta to clean it up. It looks as if 
we are getting stuck but this is no time for haggling. Our own outfit is 
worth about $ 3 , 000 . 

Switzer will not go out with the Geological Survey this summer, and 
Foshag has recommended that he be given $1,200 from Roebling Fund to collect 
minerals at geysers in California. This seems to be a good year for $t, and 
on Remmy’s recommendation this amount was allotted. 

I am sending you some clippings of various items which you may find of 
interest. The top-flight pay raise bill is going to find some tough sledding 
even though both committees have approved it. Some object to the size of 
the raises and the number included. Others object to the omission of other 
government personnel. 


Daylight saving starts here April 24th. 

The Agricultural bill is through the House, cut rather generally below 


t t 
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Dr. Wetmore 


budget figures. Interior is out of committee in about the same condition. 

Our bill was reported yesterday, giving us full budget figures - -$2,300,000. 
Their report also carried the statement that we had not been treated too 
well in the past and that this modest increase would permit us to operate. 
National Gallery of Art was cut $30,000 and the report stated that they had 
been very adequately cared for in the past and that they would be able"to 
operate with this cut. I think I see Mr. Cannon's interest in this action. 

Paul Scherer called up the other day and said he wanted to talk about 
this $20,000 request from the research funds for Withrow. He told me that 
he wanted to see Withrow, but said I was not to tell Withrow that he (Scherer) 
was a member of the committee passing on this request. He came down and 
I had a talk with him and then turned him over to Withrow. I did not see him 
after his talk with Withrow but Scherer telephoned me the next morning and 
said he was very well pleased. A few days later he called and said he was 
just giving me some unofficial information that we were all right. Thus we 
seem to have scored par on two money items. 

Kip's letter reports that the National Science Foundation bill will 
probably be passed. 

I had a letter from ^etek worrying about funds. Tom Clark wrote him a 
letter indicating that with the funds in the process of transfer, he should 
get through April beautifully, and the added funds which should be trans¬ 
ferred by June 1st would put him in pretty good shape — at least things 
could be held in abeyance until you had a chance to talk the matter over with 
him. Just this morning we had a reply to that letter. He seems to feel that 
he can get by April in good shape, and that with the funds in prospect he 
might even get through June. I hope that while you are there you will go 
over Tom Clark’s letter with him (i signed it) and be certain that the 
financial tangle is cleared for this fiscal year. 

I have heard no more regarding the Panama Canal even though some one 
had called up your office and indicated they were going to discuss the matter 
with the regents. Either they changed their minds or the regents can't be 
bothered. 

Spring is opening up a bit early and I hope we will get by without any 
killing freezes. 

You might be interested in knowing that yesterday morning's newspapers 
were the last received. There is a strike of pressmen and vari-typers, and 
reports over the radio this morning indicate that the parties are still 
far apart; as regards terms and offers. I feel, however, that this cannot 
last too long. 

I hope your good fortune is continuing and that you are enjoying very 
good health. 


JEG:rnrnh 
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Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


April 12, 1949 


I have held the enclosed “Please For ward” letter for a few days 
thinking that there might be something else of that nature to send you but 
nothing further has turned up. 

How nice that you were able to locate in a house in town, and that 
your trip thus far has been so successful. All this should compensate for some 
of the trying problems of the past year. 

A note from Miss Sherman, Dr, Murphy’s secretary, tells of the 
death of Dr, Gregory Mathews in Winchester on March 27, at the age of 72, 

She wanted you to notify ornithological organizations and friends that might 
be interested. She listed those that she had notified, among them many of your 
friends and several organizations with which you are connected, so that I sent 
the letter to Dr. Friedmann for any further attention that might be necessary. 

J. Townsend Russell has asked for a copy of the letter you sent him 
in reply to the one he sent you last spring in which he outlined what he hoped to 
be able to do for the research fund. He says that he has been ill with an attack 
of his chronic trouble but that he is now able to get around to taking up where 
he left off! 


There are a lot of meetings going on. NACA’S semiannual meeting 
will be held at Wallops Island on April 21. The plane will go via Chincoteague 
whence transportation to Wallops Island will be provided. It will be a one day 
airplane trip. Sounds interesting. 

Mr. Graf stuck his head in the door last night and said that he felt 
much better since he heard that the appropriation bill will be passed, I suppose 
he will write and tell you about this himself. 

Speaking of housecleaning, we have been trying to get things in 
shape here by cleaning up a lot of miscellaneous matters. We hope to finish 
while you are away since to do some of these things while you are here would 
be a long drawn out process! Besides it is necessary that I orient myself with 
the work of this office. Going over some of the old records has been an in¬ 
teresting experience . At least I know where to find things now and have better 
understanding of how the organization operates. 

There have been many inquiries as to when you will return. 
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Milton is on leave but expects to be back by the 25th so that he will have enough 
time to work on the car. There are still a lot of miscellaneous things to be done. 
Please let me know the approximate date you expect to be in your office so that 
everything may be in readiness ! 

The State Department wanted to make an appointment with you 
to meet Dr. Von Frisch of Austria, and when I told them that you were in Panama 
they said Dr .Von Frisch would be sorry not to have this pleasure. 

The city is shrouded in fog this morning. We have been having quite 
a bit of rain, but the country is lovely with all the flowers and shrubs in bloom. 
Everyone is getting ready for the Easter parade! ! 

Sincerely, 

*3 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES 
DIVISION OF RADIATION AND 
ORGANISMS 


April 6, 1949. 


I am sending you herewith a proxy form for Annual Meeting 
of Members of Science Service that you may care to send in. 

Dr. Isaiah Bowman sent you, as a member of the Committee on 
Antarctic Research, a draft of a report to the President and Council of 
the National Academy of Science, that he wanted you to read, correct and 
return promptly and, if you approved, to sign the report since they wanted 
your signature on it, I telephoned him immediately that you were in 
Panama, and told him that I did not think the report would reach you in 
time so that you would be able to return it by April 21 when the Council 
meeting is to be held. He said to write and tell you that he was sorry that 
you were out of the country Since they would have liked to have your 
signature on the report, but that there was quite a bit of pressure from the 
powers that be, and that they could not hold it beyond that time. He said 
however that Dr. Schmitt is also a member and if he is satisfied with the 
report they hope to have his signature. 

* 

Today is Army Day and all employees wishing to view the parade 
have been excused. 

We have had notice that Brig. Gen. Donald L. Putt, USAF, Director 
of Research and Developments, took oath of office as a member of NACA 
on April 1, 1949, succeeding Major General Edward M. Powers, retired. 

I understand that Maj. Gen. Grandison Gardner is to succeed General Powers 
on the Advisory Board of the National Air Museum but we have not had official 
confirmation of this as yet. 

it 

Probably Mr, Graf has told you of Dr. Bell’s death, but am enclosing 
the clipping for your information. Three former S.I 0 employees have also 
died, Mrs, Eleanor C. White, Frank E. Gass and Morsell A. Tolson. 

I understand that the opening of the Indiana State exhibit in the 
foyer this evening is to be a very formal affair. There are some lovely 
paintings in the lot, and one in particular that I would love to have ! 

The vault is just about back in shape again. Honestly I have never 
seen a dirtier place! Mr e Oliver gave it a coat of paint. Everything will 
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be in clean jackets, labeled and catalogued. Not too much of value in the 
lot. Looks to me as though it was used primarily as a eatrch all for things 
they wanted to get rid of at the time! 

We have had a lot of rain, and it stays cool and windy. No news. 

Sincerely, 

r~y() 



#. 
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Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
c/o James Zetek 
Drawer C 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 
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NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
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March 29, 19^9 


There is not much on which to report, but I am sending you clippings in which 
you will undoubtedly be interested. Web True reported to me the other day that a 
telephone call had come in to his office during his absence indicating that my 
letter to Cole was apparently not satisfactory and that "they” would have to take 
it up with the Board of Regents. I have heard nothing from any of the regents 
yet but will stand pat on the basis of the letter I sent him, copy of which I 
enclosed with my letter to you of March 18. 

One of the recent Hoover reports dealing, among other things, with Federal 
research, states that while there is pretty good coordination within some of the 
individual departments, active over-all coordination is needed. They go on to add 
the following: 

Effort altog these lines within individual agencies is not enough. 

There is need for an organization to facilitate the development of research 
policy for the Federal Government as a whole. This was recognized in the 
report of the President’s Scientific Research Board. That Board recommended, 
as a first step, the establishment of an interdepartmental Committee on 
Scientific Research and Development. Such a committee was created by 
Executive order in December I9V7. It was directed to further the most 
effective administration of scientific research and development activities 
in the Federal Government, and was authorized to submit recommendations on 
research policy and administration directly to the President. 

The full potentialities of this committee have not been realized since 
its members have not as yet attacked major problems of research policy for the 
Federal Government as a whole. This may be due in part to lack of staff and 
funds. 


Personally I think our committee did a pretty good Job. They can't expect Federal 
research to be coordinated in one year by a small group of persons unassisted by 
any secretariat and who have more work of their own than they can do. There has 
not been a meeting of the Committee since you left. 

It does not appear that there will be any great reorganization in the government 
service and certainly not before your return. The Senate and the House have Just 
completed the Rent Control Bill, and the Senate is now debating E.C.A. The Interior 
Bill was Ju3t reported out from Committee yesterday. You will remember that 
National Park Service had $137>500 for their recreational work, including archeology 
for areas outside the Missouri, and that they were asking for $180,000 for 1950* 
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Dr. Wetmore 


The Committee gave them exactly zero for 1950- Jack suggested taking it up with 
the regents immediately, but I felt that since this is a working fuhd and the 
appropriation is Interior's, it is up to them to decide what is to be done. I 
understand they are meeting this morning and they will advise us shortly what should 
be done. A floor fight in the House would probably be useless, especially since 
Cannon is Chairman of the Appropriations Committee, and he could have brought in 
the bill that he wants. We would probably embarrass him by asking him to have any¬ 
thing put back on the floor. It appears at the moment as if Interior will do its 
main fighting before the Senate Committee, which is probably the best thing to do. 
Incidentally Frank Roberts did not appear on this before the House Committee so 
it is strictly an Interior matter. I asked Frank whether Fred Johnson and Joe 
Brews are being notified, and he said that Ronnie Lee of the Park Service is 
calling them today. Out of the $180,000 requested for 1950? $69,000 would have 
been for Frank’s work outside the Missouri. 

The grackles came back into our pine trees on Wednesday, March 23. A swarm 
of bees seems to have taken possession of the squirrel house in the tree outside 
my window, all of which will*make it pretty tough for the squirrels next winter. 

The Noel article, taking a shot at the Smithsonian on the Kitty Hawk matter, 
is, of course, a lot of nonsense. No one has come down to discuss the matter 
with us, and I have kept quiet. After all, the subjects are quite different, the 
successful Langley flights being unmanned planes, whereas the Wright plane was 
man-carrying. , However, bhfey cannot satisfy everyone. 

Marion writes that they will stop digging on March 26, and then take a 3 or 
4 day horseback trip to see some of the mountain sites about which they have been 
hearing. They hope to spend two weeks prospecting in Veraguas and then return to 
the Zone about April 18 or 19. Their address in the Zone will be c/o Captain Snell. 
They hope to see you before they leave the Zone, and I am informing them that all 
I know is that you expect to be back here about the first of May and will probably 
spend a few days in the Zone before returning. 

I see by your letter to Mrs. Pearson that your collections are coming along 
in great shape. 


Very sincerely yours. 



Enclosures 



* \ .r* 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES 
DIVISION OF RADIATION AND 
ORGANISMS 


March 28, 1949. 


We have all heaved a sigh of relief after having word from 
you that the Lesson volume was with Deignan. Mrs. Gazin was fearful 
that you might have returned the volume to her and that in some way it 
had become lost between your office and hers. She is writing for an 
extension of time on the volume since Mr, Deignan did not have 
opportunity to do all the work necessary on it. He had to be away from 
the office for a few days last week. 

I am sorry that it is necessary to trouble you with more proof 
reading, but Mr s Oehser asked that the enclosed be forwarded to you. 

I am also enclosing a letter marked “Very Urgent - Please Forward.” 

The following letter from Dr. Dryden is self explanatory. I 
telephoned him and told him that you were in Panama thinking that this 
would settle the matter until your return but he asked that I send the 
letter to you in the next mail. 

“Doctor T. P. Wright and I are proposing Mr. Addison M. Rothrock 
for membership in the Cosmos Club on the Ground of 
meritorious original work in physics. I believe that you are 
familiar with Mr. Rothrock’s contributions to the fundamental 
study of combustion, fuel injection, and knock rating of fuels. 

If so, it will be helpful to the consideration by the Admissions 
Committee of our proposal if you will write a letter to the 
Admissions Committee, stating why you believe his work makes 
him eligible and testify as to his character and personality.” 

Mrs. Helen Younger has written you asking special escort for 
a friend and her two sons who expect to visit the Museum. We told her 
that we would be glad to take care of them in your absence ! She also 
said that Senator Walcott has suffered another stroke and was very feeble. 

You have a notice this morning from the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics that the inspection of the Langley Laboratory is scheduled 
for May 18, 20 and 24. It looks as though you could have a very busy time in 
May! 

No further word from Mr. Leigh. 
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If your luck holds, at the rate you have been collecting, we 
will have to send you more supplies! It seems incredible that you 
should have so many ppecies in so short a time. 

The renovating work in your offices has progressed to a point 
where they were able to move the furniture back into your small offipe, 
and they are putting on the last coast of paint in your own office and the 
Regents Room. 

Mr. Oliver is back on the job but doesn’t look too strong as yet. 

He says he gets terribly tired toward the close of the day, and he sounds 
like it. It takes some time to get over the effects of sulpha drugs. 

We had our first thunderstrom last Thursday. It turned very 
warm yesterday with the result that the cherry blossoms are in bloom. 
Spring is truly a beautiful time of the year in Washington - the parks are 
simply a riot of color. I am afraid that I am going to be forced to take 
an afternoon off soon, get in the car and satisfy this nostalgic feeling I 
have for a drive to the tea house along the river shore and a stroll in the 
gardens ! I feel the need of a little change, and to get away from the ’phone 
and paint fumes ! 

I hope that you have found a comfortable place to live in Chepo 
and that you and Mr. Perrygo are not working too hard. My very best to 
you both. 

/*) ' / 


Sincerely, 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 

ESTABLISHED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 
(FORMERLY BARRO COLORADO ISLAND BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY) 

DRAWER C, BALBOA, CANAL ZONE 

March 21 1949 


Dear Wetmore: 

You will recall that when we were on the island that we sort 
of believed that there was not enough to show for the year* I now feel that 
sufficient has been accomplished since you were here last year. I believe you 
will agree. 

The new house was built next to the generators* It is practically finished. 
The lumber, roofing etc, must be brought over from Frijoles. 

Then we got the two new generators from the army, and I believe I wrote you 
of the added trouble we had in getting these into working condition. 

Then we got the generators you sent down and these had to br brought over 
from Frijoles, and some of the boxes were heavy and bulky. 

Then we had the storage cabinets and the herbarium cases. I believe (it was) 
the army equipment (tables, chairs, china, beds etc) also came, had to be 
checked and stored, tables had to be mounted, etc. Electric refrigerators 
also. 

Two of the small buildings were painted inside. 

Then we had scientists,- Sehneirla, Enzmann, Brown, Johnson? Per Host? 
Longenecker? the Schraders? Scholander and Walters ? Hartman and Albertin. 
Chichi had a lot of extra work to help especially Scholander, and you recall 
one of the generators had to be brought to the FMC house for him. Then the 
deep freeze, etc etc. But probably the more important of all, after each one 
leaves, it is necessary to clean up. This takes at least a day for each. Now 
that the Scholander and Hartman groups left, one whole day just to clean up, 
and I also to salavage whatever was worth-while that they left, and they left 
plenty. I have this for the present in a storage case, waiting for time when 
I can put it away better and make a list of all. 

Then our generators eat up more gasoline which means going to Gatun for gas. 
Then we got the SNOOK. Our other launches had to be taken up on our marine 
track and repairs made and bottoms |>ainted. And all this in addition to the 
regular chores. Then the hawling of sand and gravel to our upper level, etc. 

So I believe in fairness we must conclude that plenty has been accomplished 
which is not always in plain view. When I get the paint spray gun then the 
buildings can be repainted more easilly. 

I left out Kowal from the list,- this necessitated furnishing him with labor 
as well as other help. For the labor we were reimbursed. 




Wetmore (2) 3-21-49 


As to the water tank, as soon as the concrete mixer comes, Chichi will be 
ready and we need have no worries, just let him alone. The repairs to the 
truck are more than we anticipated, new front springs and shock absorbers 
were but the beginning. Front wheels need new brake lining with the other 
parts that go with this, master cylinder, and the generator was not the 
one that was originally with the pick-up when new and it had a short, so a 

new armature was needed, with cut-out etc. So far the parts come to $85 

and the labor additional. We have had two weeks of delays and tomorrow X 
hope to find that the pick-up is fully repaired. 

The tank will be 16 r x 16 1 x 6 l , so constructed that we can add to the 
height/. Its capacity is 1536 cu.ft., » 11, 397 gallons. It will eat up 

162 sacks of cement at least. But, we will have a fine tank which will 

last. The other one, for safe water, has no leak at all, well built, 

I got a Itr from Emma M. Wolfe, Sec*t, Zoology, Swartmore, re the deep 
freeze. She says",,,,, before reimbursing Dr. Scholander for this amount 
the Navy Representative, Mr. Paul Kratz, asked me to write and ®sk you if 
you thought it might be sold back to the company or someone down there for 
about 80$ of its purchase price inasmuch as it had been used for such a 
short time. It is rather a big item to ship by air from Panama to Alaska." 

The price was #356.25, and 20$ is about #76,- if properly packed for ship¬ 
ment, it would cost at least #20, and to get it to dock 45 at Gatun would 
cost at- least #10 more. Such deep—freeze units are here a drag on the mark¬ 
et and at a 20$ discount with the item on the island, it will be difficult 
to sell it. The unit has no trays, but these no doubt can be bought from 
Halman. I presume in the USA 20$ off is not bad because a truck can get to 
the deep-freeze. I understand, however, that prices on these units have 
dropped. Between you and me, why don f t they say we can keep it for 50$ of 

its original cost? I will write her but I will not commit myself. Roll it 
over in your mind. 

I understand you are doing fine with birds, which is all to the good. When 
you finally decide to work in the ElValle de Anton area, then you will get 
plenty of real good cream. That is a wonderful place to work. 

Chichi is doing fine, 
warmest and best to all. 

sincerely yours 


etek 
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March 18, 19^9 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
c/o Captain L. D, Snell 
Albrook Air Force Base 
Canal Zone 

Bear Dr. Wetmore: 

Not hearing from you about a reply to Cole on the puzzling Panama 
matter, I sent him a letter, copy of which is enclosed. I think we are 
entirely in the clear on this. We have reached a pretty sad state if 
we cannot publish findings of national commissions. The more I look into 
the matter the more I think we can argue with Mr. Thomas in case the 
matter is brought to his attention. 


As to the Hoover recommendations for the Smithsonian, I asked Jack 
to go to the Bureau of the Budget to check whether they were preparing 
any executive orders pending approval of the overall bill. Questions 
asked by Dr. Keddy and answers given by Mr. Lawton are as follows: 

(1) Are any changes contemplated in the legal or organizational 
status of the Smithsonian Institution? 

Answer: no 

(2) Are any changes being considered relative to the present 
relationships of the Institution with the President and other 
Governmental agencies? 

Answer: no 

(3) Will the officers of the Smithsonian Institution have an oppor¬ 
tunity to present their views in advance if any change in the 
Institution’s legal or organizational status or relationships 
should come up in the future for consideration? 

Answer: yes 

Other Hoover recommendations which have come in and which might 
interest you are 

(1) That Commercial Fisheries be taken from Fish and Wildlife and 
turned over to Commerce; 

(2) That Public Buildings be transferred to Interior; 

(3) That Army Engineers be transferred to Interior; 

(4) That N.A.C.A. go to Commerce; 

(5) That Indian Affairs be transferred from Interior to a new department 
for social science, education and Indian affairs; 

(6) That Land Management, except Minerals, go to Agriculture. 
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Dr. Wetmore 

There are so many dissents to some of these proposals as printed in the 
record that there is a question as to how many of them will he approved. The 
enclosed Kiplinger letter will furnish more information on this point. 

As to Smithsonian affairs, the resolution appointing Hunsiker is through 
the House, and I assume you have already been informed that the Senate regents 
are appointed. Owing to the filibuster I have only found it possible to 
call on Senator Anderson. He is very deeply interested in the Smithsonian 
and especially in Indians. I think he will make an excellent regent. I 
called Cannon's office regarding the bill for basic authority, and apparently 
they had misplaced your letter since they had a hard time finding it. His 
secretary promised prompt action, and it has now been reported in the House. 

I think the Committee on House Administration will want hearings on that 
and on the Curtis Bill (the one favored by Schultz of Nebraska). We will, 
of course, argue for the draft which was prepared with the aid of the Budget 
last year and which would still give us full control of all such allotments 
for anthropological or other work in the River Basins. Contacts with 
Shelesnyak are now under way for the Point Barrow work. Roberts and 
Shelesnyak have been in conference. In case the Laboratory (Navy) charges 
a possible $1,000 for their part in the job, this whole trip would run to 
about $2,900 including salary, which is quite steep. I told Shelesnyak that 
we could not transfer Smithsonian private funds on transfer voucher and I 
hoped that the Navy would not require any added funds for their part in this 
undertaking. This possible cost is apparently the per head expense the Navy 
must stand for flying the men around up in Alaska, the cost of tranporting 
supplies, etc. Geological Survey does not have to pay since they are doing 
the work for the Navy. Whether we would be expected to pay would depend on 
how the Commodore's digestion is when the proposition is put up to him. While 
you did not indicate how much you were willing to spend on this trip, you did 
show a great deal of interest in having it worked out; and we will go ahead, 
keeping the expense as low as possible. 

The Handley trip got somewhat fouled up. According to Shelesnyak, some 
of the men who have been on this assignment are quite bitter about the way 
it is handled. The question of Arctic clothing was also a difficult one since 
it is impossible to obtain good light-weight Eskimo materials. It looked for 
a while as if the clothing bill would be a very expensive one, but Kellogg 
and Handley were able to make arrangements through Siple and they are furnishing 
the clothing to us as a loan. It is apparently very heavy and not so useful 
as the Eskimo material would be; but if Handley exercises caution, it will at 
least be safe. I think the rest of Handley's outfit is coming through all 
right, but it has taken a lot of work owing to the very short notice given us. 

I contacted Representative Cannon relative to your memorandum to me 
regarding the top bracket pay bill. I don't think there is the foggiest 
chance of having any more additions to this list since if the bars are let 
down, there will be thousands of candidates and that would defeat the entire bill. 

I am also enclosing a copy of a letter just received from Carriker. I'll 
bet Mel's face was red when he realized that the delay in getting that shotgun 
put in order was entirely his own fault. We expect to get the parts off to 

him Monday. 
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Dr. Wetmore 


I also had a letter from Dale Stewart. Everything is going very well 
with him. He hopes to make 100 measurements in Santa Clara and then 
catch a boat or plane about April 1. 

Incidentally I saw Charlie Woodbury in the Cosmos Club yesterday. He 
had just gotten back within the hour from Guatemala and reported a fine trip. 

Last night 1 s paper reports the death of Dr. S. F. Hildebrand. 

We are having an unusual group of resignations. Brostrup of the 
Photographic Laboratory is leaving for a better job. Mrs. Enna B. Leonard, 
stenographer for Gus Cooper, is going to Korea. Mrs. Hogan, National 
Collection of Fine Arts, had a very serious operation yesterday. 

Kellogg's trip to London is postponed until May. The National Eesearch 
Council wants him to extend his trip there for two or three weeks to visit 
Paris and Amsterdam to examine monkey types so that he can finish up his 
Brazil work. This would interfere with his trip to Alaska, but personally 
I would a lot rather see him do it since this job is of great importance 
to yellow fever investigations. He will, of course, first have to see 
whether arrangements can be made through the State Department for taking 
the added time in Europe. 



Enclosures 





SI Volean 

I ; rov. de Ch.iriq.ui 

March 18, 1949 


D e ar Dr. V/e tmor e: 


Received a letter from Mr. Curtis saying that he had 
come down with you to get you started in La Jagua, etc. I 
hope that you are Perry don’t have too much company! It is 
a definite disadvantage at times to know too many people and 
to get publicity. "He feel like a sideshow up here. V/e have 
a spiel and exhibit but can’t charge admission. 


V/e are now planning to stop digging March 26. i'hen we 
will make a 3 or 4 day horseback trip up to the Costa Rican 
border to look at some sites we have heard about. On our 
return we will spend a few days in David and then go to Sona 
on April 3. We have written Juan firattacos asking him if he 
can guide us to a few places in Veraguas for 2 weeks. That 
will bring us back to the Zone About April 18th or 19th, 
giving Matt about 10 days there before we return to the States 
on the 29th. I hope we will make connections some place or 
other in lanama. 


You probably didn’t get to see General Kale before leaving 
the Zone. as he was away. I guess all my talking about you two 




flying up together was wishful thinking but it was a good idea 
if it could have been worked. Dick tho’t it would make good 
movies. Charlie (our cook) prefers to wait on prominent people 
rather than to get a good salary. We tho’t it wo ild be a good 
chance for you to look over this section of the country. 

i am going to write Dr. Zetek today to tell him that we 
will be sending a truck down with about 25 foot lockers. We 
can telegraph him the exact date so he can warn his help what 
to expect. 


We haven’t heard any details 
dinner party f or the Regents 


on 


the results of the big 


w 


Mr. Curtis received his check for the gold pieces. thanks, 
v/e all 3 send best to you and Jerry. 
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will 
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but what it would be preferable to send it to Mr. Curtis. 


or l 


Good 

year. 

uana. 


hunting. 
If or hi 


Sat a duck for us. We haven’t had a taste 
we had deer, conej o (once when visiting), 


3ineerely, 
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UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
TO THE SECRETARY 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

Washington, hhSLA. 



NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES 
DIVISION OF RADIATION AND 
ORGANISMS 


March 17, 1949. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Thanks for your letter of March 14. The Elliot Medal award 
papers have gone forward as per your instructions, and I have asked Mr. 
Deignan to fumigate the cases in your study. 

Will you please tell me where the Lesson volume is from which 
the off print of the article on Saur other a californiana was made for Mr. 
McAtee ? Mrs. Clark would like to return it. 

I am enclosing copies of two letters that you may want to do 
something about before your return. The original letters and carbon 
copies of replies have been retained here so that you may destroy the ones 
I am sending you. 

Dr 0 Fred E. Wright of the National Academy of Sciences has 
sent to the Members of the Academy, copies of the Report of the Committee 
on Revision of the Constitution, Present Constitution, and Constitution as 
recommended by Academy as Committee of the Whole November 16, 1948 
for adoption at the 1949 Annual Meeting, together with a circular letter and 
an absentee Ballot. I am sending you a copy of the circular letter and the 
absentee ballot that you may wish to turn in. If you want the report etc. 
please let me know. 

A Joint Resolution was introduced by Mr. Cannon on March 10, 
providing for the filling of a vacancy in the Board of Regents, namely 
Jerome C. Hunsaker. He also introduced “A Bill” to amend the Act to 
provide for eopperation by the Smithsonian with State, educational and 
scientific organizations in the United States for continuing ethnological 
researches on the American Indians. 

Mr. Beggs has gotten a quotation from Cohens Art Supply Store 
on the cost of the 15 mats to replace those in the portrait drawings of 
Regents in the stairwell of the Smithsonian. He has a price of J$'2.„25 
net or a total of $33.75. I suppose Mr. Wilding should get other quotations 
but this seems to be a reasonable price. 

You have a questionnaire from “Biographical Research Inc.” 

This comes to you as a prominent government official, to be included in 

the 1949-1950 edition of ‘‘American Men in Government/ 1 (Formerly known 
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as “Who’s Who in Federal Administration,”) I have told them that you 
were away and that the matter would be brought to your attention on your 
return! 

Vice President Barkely has sent you a letter from Mr. Maurice 
Leigh concerning a proposed publication “The Voice of Research.” He 
says “I know nothing whatever about the details of this matter, but I am 
submitting his letter to you for whatever consideration you may be able 
to give his request.” Mr. Graf asked me to prepare a letter for his 
signature suggesting that the matter be held for your attention on your 
return which I have done. Mr. Graf said also that if Mr. Barkley did not 
think this advisable he would go up and talk with him. 

We have just had word that Dr. Hildebrand passed away last night. 

Dr. Brodkorb has written you asking that you use your good 
offices to secure a Federal permit for one of his graduate students. (The 
Fish and Wildlife Service turned down the request.) He has also sent a letter 
to Dr. Aldrich and Mr. Lincoln. I told him that you were in Panama and 
that since he had written to the other men also that I had no doubt they would 
attend to the matter ! 

Work has been heavy and we have been busier than beavers in 
this officeJ It has been very cold and today it is raining with the weather 

man promising a wet snow this afternoon. 

I hope that your plans continue to work out on schedule and that 
both you and Mr. Perrygo have given some attention to acquiring a sun tan! 
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10 March 1949 


TO WHOM IT MAT COHCMS* 


Dr. Aleiaptier Wetmore, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, 
and his Assistant, Mr. Watson Ferrygo, are authorised to pass through 
the gates at Albzook Air Force Ban without a trip ticket. They will 
be driving a quarter ton four by four. Ho. 20748189. 

9Y ORDER 01 COLONEL GRIFFITHS 

„ 'JH - •• 






R. J. POSH 
Colonel, QSAF 
Executive Officer 






UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTRO PHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
Washinyto/i 2A r D.C. 

' rs. a. 



NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


March 9, 1949. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


This morning’s mail brings the enclosed second votes from Dr. Parr 
and Dr. Sturtevant, and I am sending them on to you immediately. This is prompt 
action! 


I am enclosing also galley proof of your article to be published in the 
Journal of the Washington Academy of Sciences which Mr. Oehser would like to 
have you check and return. He said he would check it with the manuscript. 

You have a letter from Mr. Cannon this morning which reads as follows! 
“The meeting yesterday was admirably arranged and was one of the most unique 
and most enjoyable occasions of its kind I have ever attended. Was greatly sur¬ 
prised when I got home to note the lateness of the hour. The program was so un¬ 
usual and so interesting that 1 completely overlooked the passage of time. Deeply 
grateful to you for your kindness in favoring me with a copy of Paul Oehser’s new 
book “Sons of Science’ and am especially honored to have an autographed copy.!’ 

Miss Gladys M. Kenner writes “Many thanks for the Review of Bird 
Display and Behaviour. I wish you a pleasant trip to the South.” 

You also have a note from Miss Krieg who is very much pleased to have 
the copy of Oehser’s book with your compliments. 

A note from Mr. Hemming and a mimeograph copy of the correspondence 
with you and other specialists at the Smithsonian Institution has been circulated 
by him for the information of the members of the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature and of the zoologists who acted as alternate members of 
the Commission at its session of meetings held in Paris last July. I have made 
acknowledgment of it in your absence. 

Mr. Gibbs and “Patty” have sent you a note from Big Bend National Park, 
Marathon, Texas,, and I have told them that you are in Panama, “Patty” is in¬ 
terested in stamps so I sent her a few that I had on hand, I expect she would be 
delighted if she had a card from you from Panama! ! 

Mr 0 Domeiig a Japanese industrialist, who is visiting the United States 
called on you with a letter of introduction from Mr. Joe Robinson. He was sorry 
to miss seeing you. Mr. Robinson wanted to put him up at the Cosmos Club so I 
turned him over to Mr c Graf, who has taken care of his wants. 


The past three days have been hectic ones. Everything has been moved 
out of the Regent’s Room and your two offices 0 The carpenters are busy hammering 

and drilling and the plasters are chipping away and pointing up the walls. Everything 
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should have a new look when you return. 

I do have a key for the locker in your other office so that I can 
take care of any emergency should it arise. 


I suppose that you are now busy getting things lined up to go in 
the field where I hope that you will be able to relax and forget all about 
administration for a while. When you write please tell me whether or not 
you are interested in hearing of miscellaneous matters such as I am writing 
you about today, or whether you would rather I confine my letters to urgent 
matters only. I know that you have enough letters to read and I do not want 
to add to your burden. Please give Mr. Perrygo my kindest regards, and 
take care of yourself. 


Q O 


Sincerely, ^ 


^ 3 , 


UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
Washington 25,D.C. 

' i:s. a. 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


March 9, 1949. 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 
c/o James Zetek, 

Canal Zone Biological Area, 

Drawer C 9 

Balboa, Canal Zone. 


Dear Alex: 

We have just received a letter from Mr, Harry O. Cole 
in answer to your letter of February 24, dealing with the Du Val 
paper and the “Puzzle in Panama,” He states Unless the 
Directors of the Smithsonian Institution take the necessary steps 
to have the Du Val article included in the present Annual Report 
volume, I am strongly of the opinion that a great injustice will 
have been done, both to the Smithsonian Institution and to Captain 
Du Val, and that the advocates of the so-called ‘sea-level canal,’ 
will gleefully and wrongfully place the Smithsonian in the position 
of having taken sides in one of the most controversial issues now 
before the Congress. ” 

While I do not agree with Cole as to his full statement I 
am not in too good a position to argue with him in his own field 
since he is an expert and I am only a layman. We could write him 
and tell him that we stood on your letter to him, that the report 
volume was already in press, and that it could not by any means 
be enlarged because we had already withdrawn an article to stay 
within our financial limitations. We could stand on this and I think 
reasonably so /but I would not want them to take the matter up 
further and have it come to the attention of the Chairman of our 
Subcommittee on Appropriations because he would become more 
vitriolic than ever about our putting in our two cents worth in matters 
that lay outside our field and on which we have no authoritative in¬ 
formation. 

You will remember that we put up this point in connection 
with our reprinting articles relating to the Atom. 


There is another way out which, while it might be a little 
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bit safer is one that I do not like, i.e. to withdraw one of the articles 
of our own men from the report and substitute Du Val’s article for 
it. If the article we withdraw gave a good coverage of the subject 
we could publish it early as a number in the Miscellaneous 
Collections. I am not recommending this action very strongly since 
I do not like it but I thought it should be brought to your attention 
as a question of policy and its possible safety. 

I do not like to be pushed around by outsiders who claim 
our articles are controversial and who want their own side printed. 

If we followed this position scrupuously the preparation of the 
Appendix to the Annual Report would become so burdensome that we 
would have to finally give it up entirely. Personally I think that Cole 
and Du Yal have a lot more interest in propaganda than Bowman has, 
and I believe that their present attiude in this matter is stimulated 
by their desire to get some free Smithsonian advertising. 

• /f wmf •* it &'• /s •» 

it', "/ 

We have contact ed Mr. Burds-ek at the Canal Zone and 
will await some more information from him before replying to Mr. 
Cole. We would, of course, like your own opinion on this. I feel most 
strongly that we should either print Du Val’s article in this report or 
terminate the correspondence with a very short letter since we have 
nothing to gain by an argument. 


Sincerely, 




•A 

>tT 


/ 


^ _ . . %%// 

J. E. Graf/ 


Assistant Secretary. 







UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



SMITH S OK IAN INSTITUTION 



WasMnj/toii 25,Z).C. 
US.A. 


March 8, 194 9 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Drawer C 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

I am enclosing a few clippings and other information relating to the top 
service pay bill which might interest you. 


Yesterday we had a request from the State Department to receive a collection 
of fossils transmitted by the Embassy in Argentina and send them on to the American 
Museum. It seemed like a peculiar request and I wondered what might be back of it. 
Dr. Kellogg has pried into the subject and he is convinced that there is a rule 
against the exportation of such material from Argentina, and that the retired 
Argentine scientist whom the American Museum has hired to collect fossils might 
be using this method of getting the fossils out of the country. While I realize 
that we go to considerable trouble to help others enlarge their collections, 

I would prefer to avoid being tied in on any shady deal. I feel that our inter¬ 
national standing should not be jeopardized by any transactions which are not 
strictly above board. We would not do it for ourselves and I certainly would not 
want to do it for any one else. 

Dr. Kellogg telephoned the Embassy and asked them to ascertain whether there 
was not such a ruling against the exportation of fossils before we would give any 
decision as to our probable action. As soon as we hear from them, then we will 
be able to make a final decision; but in the meantime we are promising nothing. 

I had the letter from Jim this morning, indicating that he wants 200 or 300 
of the aluminum driers. 
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CHARLES RICHARDSON 

TAXI DRIVER 

7-PASSENGER CHRYSLER SEDAN 

-COURTEOUS SERVICE- 

CALL HOTEL TIVOLI, C. Z. 

MAIL ADDRESS. 


P. O. Box 3582 


Ancon, C, Z. 







COMPLIMENTARY PASS 

PASS - - - - Dr. Alexander Wetmore --- 


Until December 31st, 1949, unless otherwise ordered. 



President 




9960-5—“Com p ( 


MR 28728—Panama Canal—-8-31-48—500 


CONDITIONS 


This free Pass is not transferable and, if presented by any other person than 
the individual named thereon, or if any alteration, addition, or erasure is made 
upon it, it is forfeited, and the Conductor will take it up and collect fare. 

The person accepting this free pass agrees that the Panama Railroad Company 
shall not be liable, under any circumstances, whether of negligence of Agents or 
otherwise, for any injury to the person, or for any loss or damage to the property 
of the person using the same. 

The right to cancel this pass at any time is reserved by the Company. 

In case this pass is lost, it must be reported to the Executive Secretary imme¬ 
diately. A new pass cannot be issued until 30 days after loss is reported. 

I accept the above conditions: 



THIS PASS IS NOT GOOD ON SPECIALLY CHARTERED TRAINS OR COACHES 
AND WILL NOT BE HONORED U N LESS SIGNED IN INK BY THE PERSON 

FOR WHOM ISSUED 
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HEADQUARTERS CARIBBEAN AIR COMMAND 


OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 


IN REPLY 


REFER TO: 


ALBROOK AIR FORCE BASE, C.Z. 


2 March 1949 


Dr* A. Wetmore 

Secretary, Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Dr. Wetmores 


Gen* Hale has shown me your most recent letter, indicating arrival 
here lsue next Sunday night* He has asked me to write and advise you that, 
unfortunately, he will be unable to greet you personally on your arrival 
because it has become necessary for him to be absent from the Headquarters 
during the period March 3 to March 13. 

He has further asked me to be present during that time to assist you 
in any way I can. The General emphasized that he wished me to be his rep¬ 
resentative in welcoming you here, and to insure that his offer of coopera¬ 
tion is accorded you in every manner possible here at Albrook. 

Gen. Hale welcomes both you and Mr. Perrygo to make Albrook your 
headquarters, preparatory to your expedition to Bacora, and at any time 
during your stay in Panama. As I believe Gen. Bale has written you, a 
is jeep ?l will again be available for your use. 

Dr. Starling and party report a rather eventful expedition in the 
area west of David, and I plan to visit them there prior to your arrival. 

Jtwill fee a pleasure to renew the brief meeting X enjoyed with you, 
Dr. Wetmore, when you visited with Gen. Hale here last season, and I look 
forward to being of some service to you. 



1. D. SNELL 
Captain, U.S.A.P. 
Aide-de-Camp 




El Volean, Chiriqui 

Rep. de Panama 
March 2, 1949 


D ear Mr. We tmor e: 

Your letter of February 16 was forwarded to us by 
Captain Snell and received here .February 26. 


. . & T* /a 

» ,L W-- -i- w 


is nothing we can add to the information about 
our little shelter at Utive. Captain Snell visited us there 
and can give you specific directions about how to find the 
place, etc. Manual Martinez has lived : in the vicinity about 
long as any of the present inhabitants and might be a good 


as 


worker, 

but not as 
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any kind 
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man for you to contact. Vicente Gutierrez is also a good 

esident as Manuel. Our other 
rancisco (Garcia, Jacinto Cardenas and Hertimio 

.50 a day. You can get eggs and 
t don’t count on buying chickens or meat of 

g as you have your guns you can get 
plenty of conejo pintado and deer, etc. I don’t know whether 
or not the shelter will be close enough to the mountains for 
your purposes. Magdaleno Rodriguez was the man who went in 
with us. Alexander Smith hunted us up thru’ Aetek and told 
us about the place. Magdaleno had cut mahogany up in the 
mountains and built the present road with a tr&c tor three years 
ago. Magdaleno is a good fellow. Smith is garrulous and a 
nuisance and don't let yourself get tied up with him. I would 
not be surprised if he reads about your arrival in the papers 
and tries to contact you. v.e had to take on Magdaleno and 
Smith at $5.00 a day for the duration of our visit to Utive 
and don’t want to 


get stuck that way again 


We never did follow the road further up into to mountains 
but I imagine you could go quite a ways in your jeep, unless some 
trees have fallen to block the way. It might be worth investi¬ 
gating. 1erhap s you can get no farther than Utive because of 
crossing the river. 


Matt and I had discussed the possibility of repercussions 
on the '’Bone" book. It was a case of my failing to keep a 
i romise and refusing a favor asked - or getting the gringoes 
disliked generally, and I guess the latter i£ preferable. It 
was quite a spot at the time, as of coarse they would have no 
idea of why I would want to refuse to get it for them. Even by 
explaining that I didn’t think it was written in a symp&tica 
manera, it still didn't convey everything. 

/ 

i'he mail goies out this morning and I will walk down now to 

send this so you will have - it when you arrive. 

<!/ 

Give General Hale our best. I hope you express to him our 
thanks lor all the help and tell him w r e have written you about 
his many favors. If 


you see Ambassador Davis, tell him that \ 
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MBAJADA DE PANAMA 

Washington 8, D. C. 


March 1, 1949 


Mr. A. Wetmore 
Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, B. G. 

Bear Sir: 



Thank you for your letter of February 22nd., 
and for the March issue of the National Geographic 
Magazine that has an article by Boctor Matthew W. 
Stirling, and which _L have read with great interest. 

With my kindest regards, I am. 



Octavio A. Vallarino 
Ambassador 




UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


25,1). C. 
US, A, 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
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March 1, 1949. 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

Secretary, Smithson ian Institution, 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

On or about March 1, 1949 you will proceed from 
Washington, D.C. to Miami, Florida, and from there to the 
Canal Zone and points in Panama. You will be accompanied 
by Watson M« Perrygo, Scientific Aid in the U. S. National 
Museum, as assistant. 

You will be allowed usual travel expenses for 
yourself and Mr. Perrygo, including travel by air as required, 
not to exceed $650.00, payable from the appropriation Salaries 
and Expenses, Smithsonian Institution, 1949.” Your other ex¬ 
penses will be paid from other funds. 

It is contemplated that this work will require not 
more than three months for its completion, when you will re¬ 
turn to your official station at Washington, D.C. 

Very truly yours, 


JYE‘. Graf J/ 
Assistant Secretary. 
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HELICOPTERS AID SCIENTISTS 
IN PANAMA JUNGLE EXPEDITION 

For Immediate Release 

Washington, D. C. — Something new has been 

added to the equipment by which the modern archeologist hunts his 
clues to ancient relics. 

It is the "motorcycle of the air," the helicopter, which has 
just been tried out successfully over the jungles of Panama, where an 
expedition sponsored by the National Geographic Societ 3 ? r and the 
Smithsonian Institution is digging into the secrets of remote 
civilizations. 

"In half a day we accomplished what would have taken us up to 
two weeks by canoe and on foot," reports the expedition leader, Dr. 
Matthew W. Stirling, to the Society's headquarters here. 

"The maneuverability of these machines is almost incredible. 
Their use for archeological exploration often has been suggested, but 
to my knowledge this is the first time it actually has been done." 

Work in Pairs 

The site to be investigated was a group of mounds believed to 
exist in the Tigre River region of the jungle east of the Panama 
Canal Zone. Two helicopters were made available for the search by 
the Caribbean Air Command of the U. S. Air Force. A pair of these 
versatile "air buggies," it was explained, usually work together on 
such missions, to provide a spare in case one should be forced down. 

7496 (MORE) 2-23-49 
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PANAMA (PAGE TWO) 


There were no mishaps. The party located the site and landed 
in a small jungle clearing. The mounds turned out to be peculiar 
natural formations which had been utilized by the Indians, said Dr. 
Stirling, because of their elevation above the surrounding low ground. 

Later the expedition returned to the same general region and 
set up camp for 11 days. In the two excavations of five sites 
encountered within a short range of the camp evidence of an entirely 
new culture was discovered. Particularly interesting was the long- 
buried pottery with its geometric designs and forms of frogs, turtles, 
snakes, monkeys, and birds. 

A Dangerous Find 

A dangerous find in the vicinity also added to the knowledge 
of science -- although not archeological. A small yellow-fever 
epidemic in the neighborhood had brought to the camp several Panama 
City specialists in tropical diseases. One of the doctors captured a 
haemagogus, a yellow-fever mosquito, the first one he had ever found 
in the field. 

The National Geographic-Smithsonian expedition, after 
completing its work east of the Canal Zone, now has gone on into the 
major region to be excavated, near El Volcan in western Panama. 

There, other burial mounds will be hunted and marked for later 
digging, and surface collections made in the search for links between 
ancient cultures. 

Dr. Stirling, Chief of the Bureau of American Ethnology of 
the Smithsonian, has led nine other expeditions into the Middle- 
America area. He is accompanied by his archeologist wife, Mrs. Marion 
Stirling, and Richard H. Stewart, seasoned expedition representative 
of the National Geographic Society. 
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February 26, 1949. 


Major General Willis H. Hale, 
Headquarters Caribbean Air Command, 
Albrook Air Force Base, 

Canal Zone. 


Dear General Hale: 

I am looking forward now to calling on you on Monday 
morning March 7. I will cross from Miami on a Pan American 
Airways flight that arrives some time in the middle of the night. 
Due to the uncertain hour and late arrival I have made arrange¬ 
ments for a room at the Tivoli for the rest of that night, and will 
stay there through Monday. 

I am under necessity of going immediately to our laboratory 
on Barro Colorado Island for two days or so and will finish up 
this detail at once. Following that I shall be happy indeed if 
Mr. Perrygo, the assistant who will accompany me, and I may use 
the facilities of the Albrook Field Club. 

I can assure you that I am looking forward with the keenest 
interest to a return to Panama, and to field work in the Republic 
east of the Zone. I have some interesting plans and arrangements 
for this that I will outline to you when I see you. 


Sincerely yours, 


A. vVetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 



February 26, 1949. 


Mr. James Zetek, 

Canal Zone Biological Area, 
Drawer C, 

Balboa, Canal Zone. 


Dear Zetek : 

I now have my tickets and reservations to leave Washington 
Saturday afternoon, March 5. 1 will come across from Miami on 

Pan American Flight No. 313, due to leave Miami at 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday evening, March 6, arriving at Albrook Field, if on schedule, 
at 12:45 that same night. I will be accompanied by W. M. Perrygo 
of the U. S. National Museum, as assistant. 

Because of the unearthly hour of our arrival please do not 
think it necessary to meet us personally. 1 will, however, appreciate 
it if you will notify immigration and customs of our coming, and also 
make reservation of a room for us at the Tivoli Hotel. 

Assuming that we arrive as planned we should be on deck around 
7:30 a.m. the next morning. If you are interested in eating breakfast 
with us we will be glad to see you. If you have already eaten you might 
enjoy a cup of coffee in our company. I will plan to go with you Tuesday 
morning to Barro Colorado Island, probably staying two days or more 
if necessary. Following my return to Balboa I will probably stay at 
the Officers’ Club at Albrook Field for two or three days while arranging 
to get into the field. I have things pretty well set up by mail so that 
after I get some food supplies we should be well organized. 

Looking forward to seeing you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

A. Wetmore, 

Secretary. 


IP 


February 21, 1949. 


Mr. Karl P. Curtis, 

Ward 14, Gorgas Hospital, 
Ancon, Canal Zone. 


Dear Karl: 

I have just learned over the week end that you had to go to the 
hospital again and intended to write you when yours of February 18 
reached me in the morning mail. I hope that this will find you resting 
easily and that your recovery may be more rapid than you anticipate. 
Certainly I want you out at La Jaqua or wherever we will be for a look-see 
of the ways of these bird collectors; after your experience with the 
archeologists these bird men are queer animals I can assure you. Think 
of a man who will exclaim over a dickey bird that he has just found while 
flocks of ducks circle overhead unnoticed! 

I am set now to get away from here on Saturday, March 5 and will 
reach Miami the next morning, and cross to Balboa that night. 1 will 
probably be busy most of the day Monday as I am arranging to get a jeep 
for hunting from the Air Forces and want to get that project started without 
delay. Zetek makes his regular trip to BCI Tuesday, and as I have to visit 
that place I will accompany him so as not to disturb his schedule. This will 
take Tuesday and Wednesday and then I will get organized to get out to 
La Jagjua. I wish that you would drop me a note so that it will be waiting 
for me c/o James Zetek, Canal Zone Biological Area, Drawer C, Balboa, 
C.Z. letting me know whether you are at the hospital or where you will be 
so that 1 can get around to see you. K you are in Balboa I might be able to 
arrange it some time Monday afternoon. 

1 can assure you that I a ml coking forward to further work in Panama 
with keener interest than I can describe. 

I have had one letter from the Stirlings since they got to the Volcan 
and they report fine quarters, and were just about to start work. 

Here is looking forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely yonrs, 


IP 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 
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Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 25, D„C. 


February 18, 1949 


Dear Dr. Wetmore 


T * 


On or about March 1, 1949, you will proceed 
from Washington, D.C. to Miami, Florida, and to the Canal 
Zone and points in Panama. 

Your transportation to the Canal Zone and return 
will be paid under a separate letter of authorization. 

You will be occupied in administrative work con¬ 
cerned with the Canal Zone Biological Area in the Canal Zone, 
and with biological studies in the Republic of Panama. 

You will be allowed necessary travel expenses, 
including hire of carjs, boats and other special conveyances, 
actual expenditures for subsistence, hire of assistants and 
their subsistence if required, hire of pack animals, necessary 
expenses for the operation of motor vehicles, purchase of 
supplies, specimens and materials, and such other miscellaneous 
expenditures as may be required, not to exceed $1,000.00, pay¬ 
able by the Smithsonian Institution. 

It is contemplated that this work will require about 
three months when you will return to your official station at 




Washington, D.C. 


Very truly yours, 


\ 


. E. Gr 
Assistanl 


Secretary. 






































February 16 > 1949 




His Excellency, 

The Ambassador of Panama, 
Washington, D« C. f 
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I bog to advise that I expect to proceed to ..... 
he QsnaL Zone about March 1 o& official wor« fcr the 
mithsonian institutloa, *««t will be in. that region, 
deluding the Republic of Panada, for about tao . 
jonths* time. Ur. ». n. I errygo of the United States 
lational Museum., under the Smithsonian Institution, 
dll accompany we as assistant* 

In this connection it will be greatly appreciated 
5 r vie rft»v have vour visa on my bpeci4l I as sport 7d99, 
id alsfoSrflerryso's Special Passport 5913, *i«h 

are presented herewith. 


Your 


attention in this matter will be 


. 

IV.; . . 
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Yours 'respectfully. 


k, ; ,etraore, 
Secretary* 
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February 16, 1949 


Dr. & Mrs. Matthew W. Stirling, 
c/o Captain L. Snell, 

Albrook Air Force Base, 

Canal Zone. 

Dear Matt and Marion, 

Marion's long letter of February 8 with all the news 
from Parita and of your travels tc El Volean has been a pleasure 
to me. I appreciate your giving me all the information. 

News of Mrs. Lothrop's book has traveled rapidly. 

It would be my recommendation that you find it convenient to 
forget the request of the Contes for a copy. It is good that 
Marion explained the matter to them a little, but it is bound 
to hurt them when they see it. It would not be well to be the 
one that brought the volume to them as there might be some 
feeling that would connect you with the written word. They are 
good people, with their own way of doing things and I would be 
the last one to hold them up to any public ridicule. Many of 
our methods must seem highly amusing to them but they are far 
too polite to tell us. 

I had a note from General Hale telling me to be free 
to come to the Officers Club if I thought that desirable, 
and I will write him soon thanking him for his friendly offer. 

I think that we can do that nbw and get along without diffi¬ 
culty, particularly if we have our own jeep for transportation. 

Three years ago I had some difficulty there since the 
motor pool was short of transportation and it was rather hard 
to get around for the various engagements that I had to meet. 

I do not expect to spend much time at the Club, as 
I will go almost immediately to Barro Colorado Island and then 
proceed to La Jagua as soon as I can get the necessary outfit 
together. 

I would appreciate it if you will send me definite 




Dr. and Mrs. M. W. Stirling 
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February 16, 1949 


instructions as to how to reach your campsite on a Rio Cabobrd* 
This sounds like an excellent location. It must have been from 
about that point that Goldman climbed the mountains to the 
north from the description that he has published. 

I think I wrote you earlier that I believe it will be 
desirable this season for me to spend what time I have available 
in the section tributary to Pacora and Chepo. The section you 
are in is most fascinating and has wonderful birds, but should 
receive a full season's attention. 

This evening I am having the Australian party over for 
a buffet supper at which a smoked turkey will play prominent partJ 

I have had my booster typhoid innoculations and only 
need now visas on our pasports and an opportunity to get away. 

Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary, 
hs 
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out at the site and I am home to get things 
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We left Panama, or rather the Zone, last Thursday and drove 
far as Santa Clara. he then started out early Friday morning 
larita, stopping in to see the Contes en route. they can’t 
understand why we don't dig their site, but I explained to the 
nihas that under the present laws, we couldn’t take any gold 
out nor could we give them any, so there would be no sense work¬ 
ing. That made sense to them after all. They asked me if I 


et Mrs 

. lothrot 's bo 

0 k x ox* 

t ii e m. 
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I thought 
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wanted them to 
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band I 
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written in a very simpatica manera 


We drove directly to 
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Panama selling some cattle and getting his 
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he was m 
tested. Fulo 


was on hand to greet us, as well as the Dona Rosa and Fulo 1 s 
wife. They had told no one we were arriving, for some strange 
reason of their own. They had arranged for us to use the rooms 
under Fulo’s house, which we did. Fulo asked us for dinner at 
his house. ,e decided in the Zone not to take the movie to 
larita, as I had mentioned in various letters that we had the 
movie and could show it and they never made any reference to 
the movie. We thought there might be some complication on the 
matter of paying his brother to run it, hiring the hall, being 
sure that the people we wanted to see it could get in, that 
they might wan o i<o char S 3 0 J bi i -- i-i c,-g chine might be dirty, etc. 
Consequently it seemed best to leave the film with Zetek and 
take no chances. It proved wise, as we coild not possibly have 
rounded up our workmen in the afternoon. Many of them are now 
working in other places. 


Honarina is working in Chitre. Parcelina and her sister 
walked in from their finea when they heard we were in town. 

She especially inquired for you and Perrygo. otherwise, we 
saw the barber, Raul, Bernabe, Dimas and the Pinilla who owned 
one of the sites we worked last year. We also went over and 
called on the Senora Rafaela, who gave us a long discussion 
about how anxious she is to move from larita so her girls can 
find husbands. However, her husband won't move because they 
don’t have the means. Nora was graduating last Saturday from 
the Hormal in Santiago. If you and 1 errygo go to Junta Mala, 
you should stop in and say Hello. They world be glad to see 
you. Rafaela told us Leojoldo bought our old house. Now he 
lets his cattle run in the patio and it is very dirty. 

Fulo sold his liquor business in Chitre to his brother. 

Me has a little store on the corner next to his house. He is 
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ROCHESTER 4,N.Y. February 2, 1949 


Dr. A. Wetmore 

Sec’y, Smithsonian Institution 
Oans.l Zone Biological Ares, 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Thanh you very much for your letter of January 25, 

and for arranging things with Dr. Zetek. 

I was very pleased to receive the Annual Report of the 

Smithsonian, and to see the notes on the Canal Zone Biological 

Area,. 

I believe that there is a cha,nce that I shall be able to 
see you in Panama. I expect to a,rrive at Cristobal on 
February 14, and to spend about a. month in Panama City or 
the Ca,na,l Zone. This means that if you arrive before the 
middle of March, there will be a. good chance that we shall 
meet. I should, like very much to show you what we are do¬ 
ing on the Island, and also show you the new Research Labora¬ 
tory that we have just built in Panama City. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 



Research Laboratories 


A. WETMORE] 
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February 2, 1949. 


Dr. Matthew W. Stirling, 
Officers’ Club, 

Albrook Air Force Base, 
Canal Zone. 


Dear Matt & Marion: 

Yours of January 19 reached me in proper time and I have also 
seen your note to John Graf which arrived a few days ago. 1 can imagine 
that it is something of a relief to be out in the field after the strenuous 
time that you have been having. 

I will look forward to your findings at the site that you are now 
working. 1 can tell from the map in a general way where this is though 
I do not find Utive located. 

It looks now very definitely as though! will spend most of my time 
over in the Provinee of Panama instead oT ffifr Zone. If I have any time 
left over it will be used in reconnaissance. I particularly want to see 
the section that you examined on the Caribbean coast, and also to look 
up some other places for further work. What I dotffedlthe order in which 
I accomplish it will be governed somewhat by the rains. 

I now have the additional Regents meeting set up for a dinner on 
the evening of March 1. My reservations call for departure for Panama 
on Saturday, March 5, so that I should be in Balboa Monday morning. 

Zetek writes that the outfit is safe under his house awaiting our arrival. 

At the moment we have three inches of snow but fortunately the 
weather is clear and it is leading us fast. Deignan returned from Australia 
last week. 

With my kindest regards to Dick, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

A. Wetmore, 

Secretary. 


MAJOR GENERAL WILLIS H. HALE 

ALBROOK AIR FORCE BASE, CANAL ZONE 


1 February 1949 


Dr. A. Wetmore 
Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Dr. 




I was interested in receiving your communication 


of 28 January and to learn of your definite plans of 
j oining us during the first part of March. 


Dr. Stirling s parly is now here at Albrook AFB and 


apparently had a very successful field experience near 
Pacora the last two or three weeks. 

We will be looking forward to your arrival and I 
trust that you will accept this invitation to utilize 
our Club here instead of the hotel upon your arrival. 


Sincerely, 



WILLIS H. HALE 
Major General, TJ.S.A.F* 
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]/o Captain L. Snell 
~~~“ll"brook Air Force Ease 
Canal Zone 
Jaimary 31, 1949 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 
shington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


We received your letter of January 19 only yesterday, 
have "been in camp on. the Utive river since January 19,.re- 
turning yesterday afternoon. The Utive is a headwater tributary 
of the Cabobre, which in turn runs into the Pacora. We had a 
really beautiful camp site at the base of the mountains, with, 
crystal clear water and a fine swimming hole as added attractions. 

We" built a palm roofed shelter without walls, under which we put 
our cots and moso uito nets. There are lots of birds, since areas 
of savannah at this point join with the heavy jungle. You and 
Perrygo might find it interesting and profitable to make use of 
our abandoned shelter for a short stay. The majority of the 
people have recently moved to Utive from Las Tablas to avoid be¬ 
ing* fenced in. The" one who knows the region best at the present * 
time, having lived there 15 years, is Manuel Martinez 
workers are Vicente Gutierrez and Jacinto Cardenas.:"' 

$2.50, with which they are well content. y'vx 

We are quite pleased with our archeological results from 
this region. V The work was in the nature of a prospect and we 
located 5 sites, none of which are very extensive. Apparently 
the aboriginal population was not particularly dense in this re¬ 
gion, but nevertheless it was here their villages were located 
rather than near the coast. We did a fairly intensive.piece of 
excavation at the best looking of these sites and obtained a very 
good representative pottery, collection. It is a brand new culture 
and the first site that has been investigated south of the Zone 
with the exception of some prospecting alon^ the coast and the 
Pearl Islands a number of years ago by Linne. The pottery con¬ 
sists of a monochrome ware with modelled designs outlined by in¬ 
cising. The decorative motives are all animals; frogs, alligators, 
turtles, snakes, monkeys and birds. A curious feature of this is 
that the designs are similar in concept to those on the polychrome 
painted ware from Code. The designs are real modelling and not 
applique like the Chiriqui ware. In our Utive culture we also 
found some painted ware, usually red and black on buff and the 
designs always geometric. 

Until our arrival, we were informed that no car had been to 
Utive for 3 years, at which time some mahogany was taken out. It 
happened by coincidence that right here was the center of the re-, 
cent so-called yellow fever epidemic. When we reported our location 
to the Gorgas Laboratory, Doctors Trapedo and Fairchild accompanied 

by Dr. Pedro Galindo, head of the Panamanian Health Board, looked 
us up. Dr. Galindo found his first haemogogus and to his delight 


found that the first yellow fever fatality of the recent epidemic 
was; at Utive and not at some other erroneously reported locality. 
Following this, they returned with two Army Colonels who are 
sanitation experts. They drought a generator and strung up mos¬ 
quito traps in the trees so that night our camp looked like 15th 
and Pennsylvania Avenue. 


a F 


with Dr. 

this is the first 
Byfnow we 
that there is no 
which transmit the 
jungle canopy 
tall -jungle trees 
Infection only 


also came out one Sunday with his family and 
he doctors were really having a field day since 
yellow fever reported in Panama in many years, 
experts in the subject. It might he added 
danger whatever at this season. The mosquitoes 
jungle yellow fever live only in the high 
e they attack monkeys hut only bite humans when 
are felled in clearing or timbering operations. 

'g-place during the rainy season. 


Captain Snell, who is General Hale’s aide, came to visit us 
in a jeep with his wife and spent the night. We had our men col¬ 
lect a lot of orchid plants for them. After our first trip in, 
the men fixed the worst places in the road so that over the route 
where we had felt our way through tall grass and rocks in the 
weapons’ carrier there is now a veritable eamino real. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact the last ./Sunday we were in camp, Colonel SIton drove 
in with his family and some friends for a Sunday -picnic, which is 
a tribute to the attractiveness of the spot. You could make it 
from la Jagua in about an hour. 

We are very disappointed to learn that it was necessary for 
you to change your plans, but I am /delighted at the reasons that 
brought it about. It is certainly encouraging that the Regents 
are taking such,an active interest in the Institution., 

General Hale had planned to visit us all when- we were in camp 
together. We have told Captain Snell of your change in plans. 
General Hale has mentioned several times that he expects you to 
make Albrook Field your headquarters and you may be sure that he 
will give you all facilities possible in aiding your work. 

We plan to leave here Thursday for the interior and work our 
way northward. We may start our work at Barriles somewhat earlier 
in view of your change in plans. If so, we will write you im¬ 
mediately in case you would want to send Perry go in advance to 
collect in that region. He could fly directly to David and we 
could meet him there. 

Dick and Marion join me in sending best regards. 


Sincerely, 
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January 28, 1949 

Major. General Willis H. Hale, 

Headquarters Caribbean Air Command, 

Albroolc Air Force Base, 

Ganal -Zona., _ ; . .... ^ 

Dear General dale: 

My plans for I'anama have been subject to a elicit 
delay for reasons unforeseen when I wrote you originally. 
Our Board of legents has asked ae to arrange a special 
meeting for them here in Washington on March 1 to discuss 
the work of the Smithsonian. 

I have, therefore, had to change my reservations 
so a® to leave here March 5 instead of February 4» as 
originally planned. Under tills scheme I win be seeing 
you about March 7* 1 am sorry not to get away when X 

anticipated but the delay win not interfere with the 
field work that 1 have planned. 

Dr. and Mrs. Stirling write me most enthusiastically 
about the friendly help that you have given them and 
concerning the start of their field investigations. It 
is very kind of you to afford them this valuable 

assistance. 

With ray kindest regard® and. looking forward' to 
seeing you early in March, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetraore, 
Secretary. 


hs 





Malcolm CDam 



904 11th St. S.E. 

We sft i n g ton, 3, 7). C. 

Jan. 27, 1949. 


i :r. A1 e xander We tmo re 
Secretary 

The Smithsonian Institution 

Washington, 13. C. 

Sir: 

When you are in the Canal Zone I 
thought that you may care to look up my 
hrlend, Kurt Menzel. He is in Public 
Health a no his chief is Dr. Elton. 

Kurt has a i'inca in El Valle, where 
once I collected honey creepers and that, 
interesting amphibian Atelopus. He writes 
me that he will he very happy to take you 
to his farm. 

Rember me to T r. James Zetek. 


Very truly, 



"*W 



©iiittxtf Club 

Albrook Air Force base 

Canal Zone 


A.WETMCRc 


Dear Dr, Wetmore: 


•w ; - « 


L 
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a 
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January 19, 1949 


' We received your letter in which! you announced your date 
departure and will be looking forward to your arrival. 


of 


Since we last wrote, we have engaged in a lot of activity. 

We drove uj the Atlantic Coast from Colon to Rio Salud, which is 
the end of the road, making archeological inquiries. We got 
considerable information although we saw no actual sites. Ap¬ 
parently the antiguos shunned the coast itself for the most part 
and lived farther up the rivers. 

We made a similar excursion from Panama to Chepo and followed 
this with a helicopter flight over Darien and in particular the 
Rio Tigre. General Hale gave us two helicopters which are wonder¬ 
ful for this type of exploration. Their ability to stand still 
in the air or to fly slowly at low altitudes enables one even to 
see potsherds on the surface of the ground. Of course, their 
ability to land in a very limited space makes it possible to descend 
within a reasonable distance of almost any spot selected. 

We located what- appear to be a couple of burial sites on the 
Rio Utive, a tributary of the Iacora, and are leaving to work 
there (near the village of Utive) for a period of from one to two 
weeks, depending on whether or not the site pans out. We will not 


be far from Iacora and the La Jagua hunt club, 
this trip early tomorrow morning. 


n k. 


e are leaving for 


Yesterday we made a very interesting trip U] the Chagres river 
with Dr. Clark and Dr. Trapedo. We visited the Gorges Field Station 
and went to see a site not far from there where a gold eagle was 
discovered a few years ago. Dr. Clark assured us that the La Jagua 
hunt club is looking forward to your arrival and says there is no 
reason you should"not begin work there at once. Dr. Clark says he 
does not think there will be much duck hunting going on, and there 
would probably be no more visitors to the club at this period than 
there would be later. 


We have made arrangements to hire the Administration building 
of the Boy Scout Camp near Barriles beginning Saturday, February 26. 
We are assured that there will be no Boy Scouts there during this 
period. 1 They say it has 5 bedrooms and a large living room with 
fireplace, as well as an equipped kitchen, so there will be plenty 
of room for all of us. Some other party has the Administration 
building hired until February 26, so it would probably work out 
best for all hands if you went to Pacora early as you originally 
intended. j 
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January 19, 1949. 


Dr. W. M. Stirling, 
Officers’ Club, 

Albrook Air Force Base, 
Canal Zone. 


Dear Matt & Marion: < 

Our Regents meeting last Friday was the most enthusiastic one in 
helpful attitude toward the Institution that I have seen in twenty years. The 
Chancellor came down to preside and we had some very interesting dis¬ 
cussions. In fact, the Regents became so interested that they have asked me 
to arrange a dinner meeting here at the Institution on March 1, so that it is 
the next thing on the docket. You will be interested to know that the Chancellor, 
in the course of the discussions, remarked on a very vivid memory that he had 
of your own statements before the House of Appropriations Committee back 
in 1927 when he was a member of the committee. He said that this had made an 
impression on him that he had never forgotten. I remember very well his 
speaking to me at the close of the hearing. 

All this is preliminary to say that my plans for getting away for 
February 4 have gone out the window and that I am busy now getting some new 
reservations. 

In view of all these uncertainties I believe that you had better go ahead 
and make your plans for Barriles and any other points without reference to me. 

I think that I had better get out to La Jagua as soon as I can get through with 
my business with Zetek, since I want to work that country as thoroughly as 
possible in view of the excellent arrangements at the moment. What I will be 
able to do beyond that will depend on circumstances. I may find it desirable to 
stay in eastern Panama, or to make another reconnaissance down to Punta Mala, 
depending upon the time I have available and circumstances. I hope that I will 
be able to stay dov/n until the first part of May. This would mean that any plans 
for western Panama would come another year. 

Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 



January 19, 1949. 


Mr. Karl P. Curtis, 

Box 524, 

Gamboa, Canal Zone. 

Dear Karl: 

Yours of January 16 comes safely to hand this morning. 1 am pleased 
to know that you are improving, but sorry too that the doctor will not permit 
you to accompany the Stirlings. 

When I wrote you last I thought that I was all set to get away from here 
the first week in February. We had our annual Regents Meeting last Friday 
when certain matters came up relative to the Institution and its operation that 
require another meeting on March 1. Naturally I have to stay here for that 
meeting, and in fact have to arrange it. 

To my disappointment, therefore, I have had to change my schedule to 
leave here at the end of the first week in March instead of February as I had 
anticipated. I am sorry for this as I wanted to get down before the country got 
too dry. I will need to spend a few days with Dr. Zetek on Barro Colorado Island 
on business and then Mr. Perrygo and I will go at once to La Jagua, thanks to 
your kind arrangements for us. I believe I wrote you that General Hale has told 
me that he will have a jeep available for us. We will expect to work the lowland 
area ija the marshes and also cover as much country back toward the mountains as 
possfte. As you say this is a wonderful region and one rich in bird life. This 
phase is known now only through the rather hurried studies made by Major 
Goldman more than twenty-five years ago when he visited Cerro Azul for a week 
or ten days. There is opportunity, therefore, to do a grand job in this region, 
particularly as we will have transportation. The camp will make an ideal place 
from which to carry on our studies, in addition to the native birds we can get some 
fine records of migrattt shore birds along the mud flats along the Rio Chico. In 
the brief time that I had there with you last April I saw several species that are 
supposed to be rare in Panama. 

I can assure you that I am looking forward with very great anticipation 
to La Jagua. I will keep you fully informed of my plans. 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C i 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



WASHINGTON 


In reply refer to 
FA 



January 18, 1949 


The Department - " of State acknowledges the receipt of 
the following communications from the Smithsonian 
Institution, ¥/ashington 2?, D. C. 

Letters dated January 12, 1949 

Re assignments of Messrs. A. Wetmore and Watson M. 


The Department of State has no objection to the 
assignment outlined in the communication under acknow¬ 
ledgment and has issued appropriate instructions to the 
American diplomatic office concerned. 


FSL-48 

7-24-46 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

Washington25*d. c* DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



WASHINGTON 




In reply refer to 
CPA 


January 13, 1949 


My dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of 
December 28, 1948 in which you informed the 
Department of plans for continuance of scientific 
studies concerning the birds of Panama to be under¬ 
taken early In February by yourself, representing 
the Smithsonian Institution and Mr. W.M. Perrygo, 
on behalf of the United States National Museum. 

In accordance with your request, the Depart¬ 
ment has instructed our Embassy at PanamA to inform 
the Ministry of Foreign Relations of your proposed 
visit and to make arrangements for such facilities 

as may be helpful to you in carrying out your work. 

% 

Sincerely yours, 

For the Secretary of State: 



Paul C. Daniels 
Director for American 
Republic Affairs 


The Honorable 

Alexander C. Wetmore, 

Secretary, 

Smithsonian Institution. 






January 12, 1949. 


Dr. W. M. Stirling, 
Officers’ Club, 

Albrook Air Force Base, 
Canal Zone, 


Dear Matt and Marion: 

Your letter of January 6 is most welcome and I am 
delighted to know that things are going so well with you. The Officers’ 

Club at Albrook Field is well known to me, and I think it highly 
probable that you may be occupying a little two room apartment in which 
I have stayed myself on occasion. Transport seems to be in better 
shape now than during the war and immediately after, since one of the 
drawbacks I had was difficulty in getting back and forth to town, except 
during the daylight hours. 

I have had a letter from Karl Curtis telling me that he has 
been ill. He also writes me that Perrygo and I can have the privilege of 
the La Jagua Hunting Club for our collecting. I had intended in the beginning 
to go out there first but as he writes of the activities of the duck hunters it 
may be well for me to postpone my stay there until some time in March, 
so that our activities in hunting small birds willnot interfere with the 
duck hunters. It really makes no difference to me. No doubt you will 
see him so that if he says anything about it you may have some clew as 
to what may be best to do. If you want to go up to Barriles first Perrygo 
and I can go up there also. I have reservation now to leave Washington 
February 4, and if all goes according to schedule should reach Albrook 
Field at a quarter to one Sunday morning! 

1 expect to spend a day or two around Panama City, then 
go to Barro Colorado Island Tuesday with Zetek, and be there for two or 
three days. Following that we will get organized for work in the field. 

Matters are fairly well organized for the Regents meeting 
now and I expect to finish today and tomorrow. Following that there is the 
hearing before the Appropriation Committee. This morning the ground is 
covered with snow which makes me think pleasantly of the pleasures of 
Panam£! 

Sincerely, 

r* 

*. * 

A. Wetmore, 

Secretary. 




The Honor able* 

The Secretory of State 
v/asMfigttm 25, D.C. 




Of' 


4 ' 


4 Vw. 


■ 0 ' , / ". ■ '■'• ■ J : .. ■ 

1 beg to advise that eaarly in February } .xpect to go to the 
Canal Z one on official business for the Smithsonian |nstitution # and 
that while there I plan tojBgftoe'scientific stofdiet concerned.particu¬ 
larly with birds in the Republic of Panama. The work is in con¬ 
tinuation ©rother similar-'investigations, that 1 have made dinring the 
-past-threw*years, in that area* I'will be accompanied by Mr. b - 4. 
Perrygo of the United 'States National Museum, as assistant, and will 
expect to spend about jjght Weeks la the field. 

My studies win be entirely scientific, and will be in continuation 
of meiW work relative to the ornithology of Panama that 1 have carried 
on since 1944. The results will be published ultimately where they will 
be available to scientists in Panama and in our own country. The work, 
as indicated above, is official on behalf of the Smithsonian Institution 
and the U. S* National Museum. 

It will be appreciated if the American Mission in Panama City 
may be requested to inform the appropriate department of the Republic 
of Panama on behalf of the President of Panama of my proposed visit. 

In my earlier studies 1 have had toe honor of a certificate from the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs recognising oar work. No other facilities 
are required. 

Your kind assistance in this matter will be most helpful, 1 am 


yours. 


A. Wetmore 
Secretary. 



January 12, 1949 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary o£ State, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Sir: 

% beg t© advise that Mr. Wata&tt M. PerrygO, of the staff 
of the United States National Museum, is to accompany me 
as assistant to Panama, leaving,the first of February, on an 
official trip for the Smithsonian Institution. W I ha**#© ask, 
therefore, that Mr. Perrygo 1 s special passport No. 5913 be 
validated for this travel. 

Mr. Perrygo is a permanent employee of the U. S. 
National Museum, under Civil Service. He has had full 
clearance oa loyalty in accordance with present Civil Service 
regulations, I can certify for Mm in every way. 

Very truly yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 




January 12, 1949. 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington 25, D.C. 


Sir: 

I beg to advise that about the first of February I am 
going to Panama on official work for the Smithsonian 
Institution, In accordance with this I ask that my 

official Passport No. 7099 be validated for this journey. 
With appreciation of your attention, I am 


Very truly yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary, 


Ip 
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January 12, 1949. 


Mr. Karl Curtis, 

Box 524, 

Gamboa, Canal Zone. 

Dear Karl: 

Yours of January 7 came safely to me, and I have been very ^ 
sorry to learn that you have been ill. I hope that you may make ( 
speedy recovery. 

The Stirlings are in Panama now, and probably have seen you 
by this time since I have a letter from Matt stating that they were 
going to get out to Gamboa as soon as possible. They are lining up some 
work that I am sure will be interesting. 

I appreciate very much the kind consent of you and your com¬ 
panions in allowing me to stay at the La Jagua Hunting Club, When I 
wrote you I was under the impression that most of the hunting was over 
by the first of February. It occurs to me that it may be better for 
Perrygo and me to plan on going out there sometime around the middle 
of March, when we would not inconvenience any of the club members, and 
would not interfere in any way with the duck hunting. Our interest would 
be principally in the small birds , and with what water birds and other 
large birds other than ducks would be present. We would expect to cover 
a considerable &|f%a within a radius of twelve to twenty miles. I have 
assurance that a jeep will be available for me. 

This matter of time I just offer for consideration. I am going 
over into western Panama and can do this either at the be L inning of the 
trip or later. 

. ■■ t 

Perrygo and X have our own stock of ammunition now on its way 
to Panama where it will be held by Zetek with the rest of our field outfit 
until we arrive. The .shipment was supposed to have left New York today 
bya United Fruit Line freighter. For most of our work we use loads of 
No. 12 and 10 shot, whitth is very fine, and loaded especially for us. We 
have enough of a stock jof heavier charges to suit our needs. 


i 

\ 


>v ■ 


*» 2 *** 

I am looking out of the window as I dictate this letter at 
the ground covered with snow which makes me think that Panama 
is going to be highly pleasant! 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 


'K i 


Physician in Charge, 
Public Health Service, 
4th and C Streets, S.W 
Washington 25, D.C. 


January 11, 1949 


Dear Sir: 






I beg to advise that Mr. Watson M. Perrygo of 
the staff of the United States National Museum, under the 
Smithsonian Institution, is proceeding to Panama on official 
business for the National Museum. X beg to ask that he 
be given the necessary inoculations for this travel. 


Very truly yours. 


■; Y. : r 


A, Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 




January U t 1949. 


Physician in Charge, 
Public Health Service, 
4th and C Streets, N.W* 


Washington 25, D.C. 

. V& v'v'^'b V. . ^ - 



De&r Sir; 

I beg. to advise that 1 am proceeding to Panama 
on official business for the Smithsonian Institution. I beg 
to ask that I be given the necessary inoculations for this 
journey. 

Sincerely yours, 

A. Wetmore, 

Secretary. 
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©fficerg’ Cluti 

Albrook Am Force Base 

Canal Zone 


A.VVc IViORiii 

uAN i 01349 


January 6, 1949 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


When one tosses a hone over your shoulder, you never can 
tel" where it will land. The welcome mat has been rolled out 
and the' way greased for us as has never happened before. 


We 


left New York on the Cristobal on schedule, but on 
account of rough seas we were a full day late in arriving. 

Two days out of New York we received a lengthy radiogram from 
General Hale informing us that we were to stay at Albrook 
Field and would be met at the boat. 

Were met in no uncertain fashion. Two Customs men were 
lined up as soon as the pilot boat arrived alongside, to gather 
up all of our baggage and stack it alongside the rail where the 
gangplank was to come aboard. We were put under the ropes and 
stood alongside the baggage as we pulled alongside the dock. 
Captain Snell, General Hale’s aide, was standing on the gang¬ 
plank to greet us. All customs inspections were waived and we 
were brought immediately into a new Buick and driven to the lost 
where nice .quarters had been prepared for the 3 of us. The bag¬ 
gage followed on a fast motor car and got here almost as soon as 
we did. 

That evening, General Hale invited us to his house for 
cocktails, together with some members of his staff and their 
wives. As you may imagine, we had a most pleasant time. 

A car with a driver has been placed at our disposal. 

General Hale also told us that we were to make Albrook Field 
our permanent headquarters as long as we are in Panama. He 
also gave us the use of a weapons carrier, which is now being 
rut into first class condition for our work. The General ex¬ 
plained to us that he had received your letter and immediately 
got into action as a result. We take our meals in the officers’ 
dining room and have the privilege of the Officers’ Club, which 
is a great convenience to us. We have a direct telephone in our 
room with our own number. 

Zetek was on Barro Colorado all day Tuesday, the day we 
arrived, so we went to see him first thing Wednesday morning. 

He was anxious that Dick give him some advice on the use of the 
truck (which of course will not be necessary to us now). We 

are going out with him this coming Tuesday and Dick will make a 


* 







series of pictures as you requested. We expect to spend 
three days on the island. Zetek seemed very chaerful and 
fine fettle. t/ 


in 




at the 
He brought 
Education 
set of 
appears to 
aid, Marion 


As a result of having a car and chauffeur, vp mad£\*yaiek 
work of disposing of our expedition preliminaries. Hr. Mendez 
was delighted at our return and was grea11 y^p-l-dased 
special set of pictures that Dick made up for him. 
us around to pay courtesy calls on the Ministers of 
and G-obierno. As you know, there is a complete new 
cabinet officers now functioning. Mendez, however, 
be on the best of terms with all parties. With his 
and Hick also secured permanent drivers 1 licenses for Panama 
and we obtained a new letter of authorization for free passage 
of ourselves ana equipment en todos partes. 

General -aale also kindly volunteered to furnish us with 
all tools, medical supplies, and any other equipment that we 
might need. However, since we have almost.everything we need 
at Parita, we are accepting only a small medical kit and a 
couple of picks and shovels for prospecting work before we get 
there. He also offered to fly us to any sections where they 
have people working. 

Tonight, General Hale is bringing us with him to a cocktail 
party at the American Ambassador’s. The Ambassador, Mr. Davis, 
is as you may know an old friend of Lucy and Bill Mann. Follow¬ 
ing the cocktail party we are going to spend the evening with 
Hr. and Mrs. Randle. He is a medical officer at Albrook Field 
ana has recently returned from nine months duty on the Galapagos, 
where, he madeu a collection of reptiles whichJ he ,i,s going to send 
to Bill Mann as soon as plane space is available. We had enter¬ 
tained the Randles in Washington a few years ago and given them 
advice on a collecting trip thej' wanted to make in Mexico. 


On board ship we met Mr. Paul A. Bentz, General Counsel for 
the Panama Canal. It turned out that he is quite familiar with 
the Barriles region where we expect to work later. He gave us 
many interesting leads on the region. Saturday night, he has 
invited us to his house for dinner to meet some people who own 
a sawmill in the vicinity, and the Superintendent of Schools of 
the Zone, who maintains a boy scout camp in that area. They 
will be in a position to advise us as to the best means of es¬ 
tablishing a headquarters for our work. We also met a number 
of-other old time Zone residents and some Panamanians on board 
who gave us a number of very interesting leads on archeological 
sites. 

All .in all, things have started out with a bang and I only 
hope we can keep up the pace. 

We haven’t contacted Curtis as yet, since as you know he 
doesn't -have a phone. We are going to drive out to see him 
tomorrow at Gamboa and will get the latest information on the 
hunt club. 


General Hale is looking forward to your arrival, as are the 

rest of us. We will time our work at Barriles to correspond 
with your plans while here, since it makes no difference to*us 
which portion of our time is spent there. We wlll start for the 

field on our return from B.C. I will keep you informed, fy/f 
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PAM AMERJCAM AIRWAYS SYSTEM 


GENERAL OFFICES • CHRYSLER BUILDING • NEW YORK CITY 


1109 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


jiJH 1943 January 4, 1949 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 


Secretary 

Smithsonian Institute 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


£ g*. x yr* -y y ^ ^ ^ ... . ,, ___ _ f ^ * # ** -f 



our- latest schedules. You will 
Balboa shown on table 12 and the 
mentioned marked by red pencil. 



You are allowed 66 pounds of baggage free of charge 


and the rate for excess baggage is $1.10 per kilo or .50# per 
pound. 

Ife hope that we may soon have the pleasure of wel¬ 
coming you aboard one of our "Plying Clippers"'. 

Very truly yours. 




Sales Representative 








HEADQUARTERS CARIBBEAN AIR COMMAND 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 


IN REPLY 


ALBROOK AIR FORCE BASE, C. 

29 December 1948 


Hr. Alexander Wetmore 
Secretary, Smithsonian Institute 
Washington 25, D. G. 



Dear Dr. Wetmore; 


I am happy to learn that Dr. and Mrs. Stirling left today for 
this area. I$r Aide will meet them upon their arrival and I will offer 
to put them up at Albrook Air Force Base until their departure into the 
field. 

I can assure you that I will be very happy to help them and you 
in ary way to facilitate your interests. The jeep will be ready upon 
their arrival and one for you. 

Best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 



WILLIS H. BALE 

Major General, U.S.A.F. 

Commanding 




December 28, 1948 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary «f State, 
Washington 2$, D,C, 


Sir: 

>■ ■ J.' 4 : ■ ^ A ,: v • ;> . . •; " 

. ’?• '/V: A ' "■*'!* 

I beg to advise that early in February I expect to go to toe 
Canal Zone on-official business for the Smithsonian institution, and 
that while there 1 plan to make scientific studies concerned particu¬ 
larly with birds in the Republic of Panama# The work Is in con¬ 
tinuation of other similar investigations that 1 have made during the 
past three years in that area. I will be• accompanied by Mr# W. M, 
Perrygo of the United: States National Museum, as assistant, and will 
expect to spend about eight weeks in the field. 

My studies will be entirely scientific, and will be in continuation 
of recent work relative to the ornithology of i anamd that I have carried 
on since 1944# The results will be published ultimately where they will 
be available to scientists In Panama and in our own country. The work, 
as indicated above, is official on behalf of the Smithsonian Institution 
and the U. S. National Museum. 

It will be appreciated if the American Mission in.'Panama City 
may be requested to inform the appropriate department of the Republic 
ol oti fceimM #1 ih& Preside? o£ of tny proposed visit. 

In my earlier studies I have had toe honor of a certificate from the 
Minister of Foreign Affair# recognising our work. No other faculties 
are required# 

Your hind assistance in this matter will be most helpful* I am 

Respectfully yours. 


A . Wetmore, 
Secretary. 
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On the morning of March 17 we left Panama by launch for 
Chepo, about 40 miles to the east, en route to the mountains 
near the headwaters of the Chagres River* Early in the afternoon 
we entered the broad mouth of the Bayano River and ascended for 
about 12 miles between lines of low tidal forest to Hato Bayano at 
the mouth of the Mamoni where we were landed,a nd the launch con¬ 
tinued on up the Bayano to the property of the Bayano Lumber Com¬ 
pany. The Bayano is here a large, deep stream with low, but usually 
rather steep, muddy banks left exposed at low tide. Many alligators, 
sunning themselves in places where the bank receded, slid slowly 
into the water as we approached. A dugout canoe was secured and 
late in the evening our outfit was taken on the high tide to the head of 
navigation about three miles up the Mamoni River* Leaving our 
outfit for the night we continued on foot about three miles farther to 
Chepo, a rambling native village of about 1,000 inhabitants. Chepo 
is situated on the west bank of the Mamoni River, and near the edge 
of the most easterly of the open savannas which extend at intervals 
along the Pacific coast to beyond the Costa Rican frontier* Six or 
eight miles north of the town a wooded ridge, rising rather steeply 
from the costal plain, extends eastward from the main range of the 
interior, and maintains a general height of about 1,000 feet to the 
point where it ends rather abruptly in an elbow of the Mamoni. Our 
objective point was the Cerro Azul, a dominant peak about 3,000 feet 
high near the continental divide, northwest of Chepo. Two days were 
spent in outfitting. Small ponies were secured for use as far as the 
base of the mountains, and native packers for work on the steep, 
forested slopes* 

On March 20 we left Chepo and traveled about 20 miles, mainly 
in a westerly course over the “sabanas,” crossing the Rio Pacora and 
turning northward into the forest which forms here a heavy, unbroken 
cover from the basal slopes of the mountains to their summits and 
across the Isthmus to the Atlantic coast* The line of demarcation is 
sharply drawn and we passed almost at a single stride from the broad 
expanse of brilliantly sunlit savanna into the somber deaths of the 
forest. The pack animals were sent back, and the following day our 
porters moved the camp equipment about three miles up stream courses 
through rough, rocky country to a p^ace called “Cabobre,” at 800 feet 
altitude, on a branch of the Rio Pacora. 

A palm-leaf shelter was erected and a comfortable permanent 
camp established for work on the mountains. Myriads of tiny ticks 
and innumerable larger ones were, however, found somewhat trouble¬ 
some at this locality. 

Taking two porters, provided with machetes for clearing a trail, 
and a native hunter, I ascended from camp to the summit of Cerro 



Azul, March 22. Except in a few places the way was only moder¬ 
ately steep, the most difficult part being at the lower levels where 
the most practicable route was along stream beds strewn with large, 
smooth, slippery boulders. Especially when wet these boulders 
afford a very insecure foothold and several of us were precipitated 
into the stream, much to the amusement of the remainder of the 
party. On the upper slopes the forest is of smaller but denser 
growth, and evidences a much more humid climate above 2,000 feet 
elevation. The summit, at 3,000 feet, and north slopes for at least 
500 feet below, are clothed with a dense growth of low trees, loaded 
with moss, orchids, and bromeliaceous plants, and similar vegetation 
is massed in places upon the ground. The Cerro Azul is the highest 
peak of a range extending north of east from Culebra, increasing 
in height toward the eastern end west of the Pacora River. Owing 
to the heavy forest no very clear view could be obtained toward the 
northwest from the summit, but in that direction a lower range evi¬ 
dently connects with the mountains along the Atlantic coast and 
separates the Chagres and Pacora watersheds. The northern and 
eastern slopes are steep and descend to the Pacora, theupper course 
of which is through rugged country, the river partially encircling the 
mountain. The air was hazy, but over low, uniformly forested 
mountains toward the northeast the Caribbean Sea could be seen; 
also small islands and what appeared to be the western shore of the 
Gulf of San Bias. The Pacific coast was much more clearly visible, 
the shore line standing out sharply from near the mouth of the 
Bayano River as far west as Panama. The dry season was at its 
height and the coastal plains or “sabanas” resembled a vast, irregu¬ 
lar checker-board, the brown areas of grass-land being separated by 
nar row, parallel belts of green forest marking the course of streams. 
The checker-board, or patched appearance, was heightened by numer¬ 
ous lines of fire, advancing over the savannas and leaving blackened 
areas in their wake. 
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Exploration, mainly of the upper slopes of Cerro Azul, was con¬ 
tinued for several days and on March 27 we returned to Chepo, 
arriving opportunely to find a launch on which we were able to 
engage passage to Panama on the following day. * 


